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Congratulations to LCHS 
robotics for once again 
winning a tournament! 
 On Saturday, January 
7, Geared Up, the robotics team 
won their district competition. 
Since they won they will 
be advancing to the super-
qualifier. At the meet, the team 
won three matches and lost 
one in order to qualify for the 
finals. In the finals, they went 
on to win all of their matches 
to come out in first!
 At the meet, the team 
also won the Innovate Award 
and came in third place for the 
Inspire Award. In fact, through 
winning the meet, winning the 
innovate Award, and coming 
in third place for the Inspire 
Award, the team qualified 
for the next level of the 

competition in three separate 
ways.
 The robotics team will 
compete at the super-qualifier 
next in order to qualify for the 
state competition. Previously 
the team placed first and 
second at their regular season 
meet. Currently they have won 
17 matches and only lost two 
matches.
 Junior team member 
Luke Sudtelgte commented on 
the win stating, “It was cool to 
see how our ideas compared to 
other teams.”
 Coach Doug Martin 
said, “The students did a great 
job. The team worked well 
together.”
 Junior robotics 
member Chloe Evans 
commented, “Even though I 

couldn’t be there due to honor 
band, I am extremely proud of 
the team. The work we have 
put in really paid off, and we 
are excited to see what we 

can do to improve for the next 
round of competition.”
 Freshman Kyle 
Herbst said, “It is cool to see an 
idea that formed in your head 
become reality and perform 

incredibly well.”
 Junior Robby Hodson 
stated, “After many long nights 
it feels great to have our hard 
work and dedication pay off.”

By Jeff Ahlers

LCHS Varsity Quiz Bowl is 
back at it again. The team 
consisting of Kelli Susemihl, 
Jeff Ahlers, Luis Barrera, Kyle 
Marek, and Joey De Boer placed 
tenth at the Morningside Quiz 
Bowl tournament on Saturday, 
January 14, qualifying them 
for the TV round. 
 Quiz Bowl  is an 
intense competition where two 
teams of four race to answer 
questions on various topics. In 
the tournament, there are five 
different rounds.
 The team will travel 
to Morningside College on 
February 9th, where their match 
with Hartley Melvin Sanborn 

will be taped. The moderator 
for the TV tournament is Chief 
Meteorologist Fred Hexom 
from KCAU Channel 9. 
 Team member Luis 
Barrera explains why it is 
important to him to be a part of 
the TV tournament team. “It’s 
like I’m fighting the “white 
washing” of Hollywood, by 
providing cultural diversity. I 
believe there are not enough 
Guatemalans in the media and 
I aim to change that,” Barrera 
states.
 Sophomore Joey 
DeBoer is excited to be on 
the team. “It is a great honor 
considering all the other 

options she had for who to 
take. I feel like I have earned 
this position simply due to the 
fact that I have dealt with an 
insane amount of abuse from 
self-proclaimed leader Jeffrey 
Ahlers. I have put in years 
of work gathering info from 
books and the internet for this 
moment,” explains DeBoer.
 Three-year varsity 
member, Jeff Ahlers, gives 
advice to future quiz bowlers. 
“Just don’t be Joseph DeBoer,” 
he jokes.
 Senior Kyle Marek 
has high hopes for the TV 
competition. “The team 
performed well and is looking 

to improve at the televised 
tournament,” stated Marek.
 The Quiz Bowl coach 
is Jeanne Rust, the middle 

school Challenge teacher.  
 If you have ever dreamt of 
being in the limelight, join quiz 
bowl in the fall of 2017!

Quiz Bowl team qualifies for KCAU televised round

LCHS Geared Up team brings home the district trophies

Team members (left to right) Colton Webner, Kyle Herbst, Mr. Doug Martin, Robbie Hobson, Luke 
Sudtelgte, Jeff Ahlers, Chloe Evans, Justin Tyler, Summer LaPato, and Mr. Tracy Wingert

By Kelli Susemihl

Quiz bowl ream members qualifying for the TV round include (from 
left) Joey DeBoer, Kyle Marek, Jeff Ahlers, Luis Barrera, and Kelli 
Susemihl.
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By Maddy Hunter
Happy New Year! Now it’s 
time to reflect on the past year 
of conspiracies. Investigator 
Maddy Hunter hunts down the 
wackiest conspiracies of 2016. 
 The first conspiracy 
is obvious: the Mandela effect. 
This theory exploded onto 
the scene in 2016 with this 
question: Is it Berenstein or 
Berenstain? This question has 
been floating around for a while 
but suspicions around it spiked 
last year. The Berenstain/
Berenstein conspiracy is based 
on the classic kids’ TV show, 
The Berenstain Bears. 
 A vast majority of 
people distinctly remember 
the spelling of the cartoon 
bears’ last name being spelled 
Berenstein, even though 
there is no record of it ever 
being spelled with an “e.” 
Many people explained this 
phenomena by saying it was a 
Mandela effect. 
 The Mandela effect 
is when a large group a people 
have a specific memory in 
common that never actually 
happened. Many people believe 
in parallel universes that slide 
between our reality and cause 
alternate events to happen. It 
is named the Mandela effect 

because many people have a 
memory of the South African 
activist Nelson Mandela dying 
in prison during the 1980s, 
when his actual death was in 
2013. There are several other 
Mandela effects, from debating 
the spelling of Wite-Out to 
Disney covering up the murder 
of Lindsay Lohan’s rumored 
twin. 
 Who can talk about 
2016 without talking about 
the presidential race that made 
history? There are countless 
conspiracies about both 
candidates, including rumors 
that Hillary Clinton is a satanist 
(most likely started by Donald 
Trump), and that Donald 
Trump was actually born in 
Pakistan. The most talked 
about theory was that Donald 
Trump was actually trying to 
help Hillary Clinton win by 
running as a Republican. Many 
people think that Trump ran 
for president to in the hopes 
that more people would turn 
against the Republican party 
and vote Democratically. 
 Following the 
theme of politics, there was a 
“conspiracy” that Republican 
presidential candidate  Ted 
Cruz was actually the infamous 

Zodiac Killer from the 1970s. 
This theory was started as a 
joke, considering Cruz was 
born after the first murder the 
Zodiac Killer committed. The 
“evidence” for this theory was 
his resemblance to the police 
sketch of the Zodiac and also 
his poetically creepy way of 
talking. In fact, 38 percent of 
Floridians believe that Ted 
Cruz could possibly be the 
Zodiac. 
 Pop singer Beyonce 
may seem like one of a kind, 
but more recently it appears 
that Beyonce has been replaced 
by a clone. This theory was 
founded by a picture on 
Facebook that showed the 
difference between the real 
Beyonce and the supposed 
clone. Furthermore, there is a 
video of Beyonce in the stands 
at a basketball game where she 
displayed clone-like behaviors. 
 Disclaimer: These 
conspiracies are probably 
not true so take a deep breath 
before you attack the author. 
This column was written for 
entertainment purposes and 
are not necessarily the views 
of  The Dog Pound or any of 
its staff.

Meet the new Dog Pound staff members
By Kelli Susemihl

The Dog Pound welcomes 
seven new staff members this 
semester. 
 Alec Rieken is the 
lone junior on the staff. He 
states, “I am a very outspoken 
and energetic person! I am 
excited to share my outlook 
on activities that are currently 
taking place in the great school 
of LCHS. ”
 Andrea Kommes is a 
senior who is in chamber choir 
and adaptive PE. In  her free 
time she  enjoys hanging out 
with friends and family and 
working at Maurices.  
 “I am looking forward 
to coming up with exciting 
articles people will want to 
read,  and I hoping people will 
enjoy them!” states  Andrea, 
 Maria Arredondo 
decided to take News Writing 
because  she wants to give 
something back to the students 
during her last year of high 
school.
 The senior hopes to 

become a better writer this 
semester and to have fun 
learning about other students.  
The senior plans to attend 
college, to enter the medical 
field, and to become a pediatric 
doctor.  
 Nicole Plueger, a 
senior, is also a member of 

the and Bark staff. Outside 
of school Nicole spends time 
working at Taco John’s and at 
an in-home day care. Nicole’s 
plan after graduation in the 
spring is to attend WITCC 
and to enroll in the nursing 
program. 
 Nicole states, “I am 

looking forward to writing 
exciting articles for the 
readers that  they will enjoy 
reading.” 
 Megan Bergquist is 
a senior involved in speech.  
During her free time, she likes 
to spend time with family/and 
friends and to watch Netflix. 

Throughout this semester, she 
says readers can look forward 
to fun-to-read articles about 
students at LCHS and current 
events.
 Gretchen Dodge is 
also a senior this year. After 
graduation, she plans on 
joining the Army National 
Guard and later attending The 
University of Iowa. During this 
semester of News writing, she 
is looking forward to giving 
readers interesting stories.          
 Ashley Vasquez is 
also a senior. Her senior year 
activities include Dog Pound 
staff, yearbook, large group 
speech, and working part time 
at Walmart. She adds, “Come 
through my lane so I can check 
you out.”
 Ashley’s plans after 
graduation are to attend beauty 
school and become a makeup 
artist and a hair dresser. 
 Later in life she hopes 
to become a family therapist. 
She also plans to have children 

If you are reading this, it means 
second semester is here! In just 
the blink of an eye (or maybe 
an eternity for some), half of 
the school year is in the books. 
After struggling through first 
semester, stress levels are at an 
all time high in an attempt to 
raise GPAs before the school 
year ends, and many students 
(especially seniors) have a 
hard time staying motivated. 
And, yes, senioritis is in full 
swing. Never fear; the internet 
contains a plethora of tips and 
tricks for staying motivated 
and managing stress for second 
semester.  
 The first tip for 
staying motivated is obvious, 
but easier said than done. 
Cutting out all distractions 
is a brilliant way to avoid 
procrastinating. This means 
put away the phone and turn 

off the TV until the task at hand 
(homework) is completed. If 
you need to take a break, go 
for a jog to get those brain 
juices flowing! Running also 
produces endorphins, which 
lowers stress levels. 
 Setting goals during 
work time is a prime way to 
increase productivity. Have 
milestones set for yourself to 
complete during an allotted 
amount of time. For example, 
giving yourself twenty minutes 
to complete a paragraph in a 
research paper and writing in 
small chunks decreases the 
workload from writing the 
whole paper in one sitting. Just 
be sure to keep an eye on the 
clock and use time wisely!
 Finally, try not to 
overwork yourself and have a 
positive attitude even if things 
are looking rough. 

 An almost immediate 
stress-reliever is moving 
around. Take breaks; back 
away from the homework for 
a little bit if over an hour has 
passed. Get up and drink a glass 
of water; staying hydrated will 
also lower stress levels. 
 Try not to cope 
with stress with negative 
behavior. Avoiding problems, 
eating too much junk food, 
and procrastination may be a 
temporary fix, but in the long 
run unhealthy behavior tends 
to make stress worse. 
 College classes 
may be tough, but they will 
help you in the long run by 
preparing you for college in 
the real world. 
 Don’t be a slacker! 
Stay motivated for the last 
semester of high school, 
seniors!

Seniors: Stay motivated second semester
By Maddy Hunter

Stay warm: Go to a movie
By Collin Nemmers
During the winter months, many people go to movies. Every 
year several blockbuster and studio movies premier throughout 
the year. A blockbuster movie is any movie that has a production 
budget of $100 million where as a regular studio movie has a 
production budget that ranges from $30-$60 million. Regardless 
of the budget, many of the movies coming out this year are ones 
to look forward to.
 Many movies coming out are either the next one in the 
series or are the beginning of a new series. Here is a list of some 
blockbuster movies coming out this year:
Spider-Man: Homecoming (July 7, 2017)
Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 (May 5, 2017)
Transformers: The Last Knight (June 21, 2017)
Thor: Ragnarok (November 3, 2017)
Logan (March 3, 2017)
Power Rangers (March 24, 2017)
Kong: Skull Island (March 10, 2017)
Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell No Tales (May 26, 2017)
Beauty and the Beast (March 17, 2017)
The Lego Batman Movie (February 10, 2017)
Wonder Woman (June 2, 2017)
Despicable Me 3 (June 30, 2017)
Star Wars: Episode VIII (December 15, 2017)
World War Z 2 (June 9, 2017)
War for the Planet of the Apes (July 14, 2017)
Fifty Shades Darker (February 10, 2017)
Cars 3 (June 16, 2017)
 Many other movies will be coming out in 2017, so head 
down to the movies with some pals, buy a bucket of popcorn, and 
enjoy one of the many films coming to a theatre near you. 

Conspiracies galore in the New Year

Great fun at Snoball dance

Seniors (from left) Kelli Susemihl, Maddie Hunter, Skyler Toben, and 
Collin Nemmers will continue to write articles for The Dog Pound 
second semester. Kelli is the editor this semester, but all staff members 
help with the final edit.

January is finally here and 
the holidays are over, so that 
means that the NFL Playoff 
games are here which will 
lead to the Super Bowl in 
February. 
 The teams that 
made the playoffs for the 
AFC are the New England 
Patriots, Kansas City Chiefs, 
Pittsburgh Steelers, Houston 
Texans, Oakland Raiders, 
and the Miami Dolphins. 
The teams that made it in 
the NFC are the Dallas 
Cowboys, Atlanta Falcons, 
Seattle Seahawks, Green Bay 
Packers, New York Giants, 

and the Detroit Lions. 
 The Wild Card 
games are the first games 
played because they are for 
the teams with the lower 
records who just got to the 
playoffs. The 12-4 Raiders 
will play the 10-6 Miami 
Dolphins and in the NFC 
side it will be the 11-5 Giants 
and the 9-7 Lions. 
 The Playoffs can 
make people’s tempers flare 
because of maybe a bad call 
or a call that didn’t get called 
on the field. 
 Being a referee 
during the Playoffs is really 

one of the hardest jobs 
especially when you have to 
referee the Super Bowl. It’s 
not just the fans that get their 
tempers it’s also the players 
playing down on the field or 
the players standing on the 
sideline. 
The most fun about the 
playoffs us choosing a 
different team to root on if 
your team didn’t make it 
and getting together with 
friends and family to watch 
the games as one. Let the 
playoffs begin and may the 
best team win!

NFL season begins once again
By Alex Orban

Look who decided to stick 
around another semester

A great time was had by all who attended the annual snoball dance.

The second semester Dog Pound roving reporters include (front left to right) Megan Bergquist, Ashley 
Vasquez,  Nicole Plueger, (back left to right) Maria Arredondo, Andrea Kommes, Alec Rieken, and Gretchen 
Dodge.
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Lady Bulldogs season goes 
out with a bang

By Gretchen Dodge

24 large group speech teams 
qualify for State competition

By Skyler Toben

By Kelli Susemihl

Even though prom is still a few 
months away, it will be here in 
no time. 
 Prom requires 
planning, saving, and 
organization. It is ideal to start 
saving while you are ahead. 
Most people usually start to 
find a date towards the end 
of January or early February. 
Some may think this is a 
little early considering prom 
is in May, but it is definitely 
less stressful when you have 
finding a date out of the way. 
Start thinking about planning 
your promposals before it is 
too late!

 Another thing many 
students worry about during 
prom season is their budget. 
Expenses include a party bus 
or limo, dinner, and a corsage 
or boutonniere. Prom is 
usually much more expensive 
for the girls. The lady’s dresses 
can be anywhere from $50-
$1,000. They have to schedule 
and pay for hair appointments, 
manicures and pedicures, or 
high end makeup if desired.   
 Clean out your 
pockets and look under your 
couch cushions fellow prom 
goers! Some may have their 
parents pay for everything, but 

not everyone is that lucky.   
 Some tips for 
budgeting your money for the 
spendy prom season are to stop 
eating out so much, buy a used 
dress, get a job or pick up some 
extra hours if you already have 
one, skip the shopping trip to 
the mall, set aside some money 
every paycheck, or sell some 
old clothing items to Plato’s 
Closet.
 Remember that prom 
is supposed to be fun; do not 
get too stressed preparing for 
the big day. Just remember to 
have a good time and be safe!

Since last November, the girls 
basketball team has been going 
hard every day, preparing for 
each game. In the last month 
of the season, the team has lots 
to be excited about.
 When asked about 
goals for the rest of the 
season, coach Judd Kopperud 
responds, “We are expecting 
them to focus on the little 
details and to stay together as 
a team. The preparation and 
confidence of these girls has 
helped them all year long.”
 The head coach’s  
favorite highlights of this 
season are “beating Western on 
the road (their only home loss 
since 2011) and also beating 
Unity Christian on the road.” 
 Asked about her 
favorite memory of this 
season so far, Jenn Schneider 
responds, “Beating Hull, no 
doubt.”
 Grace Milbrodt 
recalls her funniest moment of 
the season so far,  “When Mad 
shot a three at Emmetsburg, 
and we laughed about it the 
whole way down the court. 
Another funny time was Kopp 
dabbing multiple times after 
beating Western.”
 Concerning her 
growth as a player this season,  
junior Sidney Baumgartner 
says, “I have grown as a player 

by working hard in the off 
season and knowing my role 
on the team.” 
 Since transferring 
from Remsen Union, Dakotah 
Owens has enjoyed playing 
basketball with the Bulldogs. 
Dakotah shares,”Getting to 
know everyone, all of our 
laughs, and learning a lot 
has been an overall great 
experience.”
 The four juniors were 
asked what they will bring 
to the table next year. Jenn 
Schneider states, “I want to 
make big things happen for the 
team by pushing us all toward 
our goals in the off-season and 
sticking together.” 
 Grace Milbrodt 
states, “I want to encourage 
positive attitudes, always 
pushing myself and each other, 
and never forgetting to have 
fun.” 
 Sidney Baumgartner 
responds, “I will be a leader 
and will always stay positive.” 
 Koda Owens says, “I 
will bring my positive attitude, 
and I will stay humble.” 
 Asked about final 
thoughts on ending this season, 
the team responds, “State 
bound!”  The 2016-17 season 
has yet to end, but the team 
is determined to go out with a 
bang. Don’t miss it!

What is the VIP of all grade levels? 
Senior year, of course!
Being a senior at LCHS has 
several perks and privileges 
that come with the title. These 
include opens, a shorter school 
year, and a lounge. 
 Madison Hunter sums 
up senior year. “I love literally 
everything. I love walking in 
through the senior door into the 
senior lounge every morning. I 
love my easy classes. I love my 
open lunch. I love the senior 
library lounge. I love standing 
in the front during sporting 
events. I love seeing the 
freshmen look at me fearfully. 
Senior year is the best, man,” 
she explains.
 Although being top 
dog certainly has its privileges, 
being a senior also means being 
a role model to those who are 
younger.
 Junior Sarah Benton 
is looking forward to being a 
senior. “I’m excited to go first 
for everything!” she explains.
 Junior Regan Albers 
is also excited. “I am looking 
forward to knowing that we are 
almost ready to get the heck 
out of high school,” Albers 
states.
 Most seniors, 
including Hazel La Breche and 

Kyle Marek, are fond of their 
“opens,” which allow them to 
leave school during study hall 
hour.
 Zach Pratt agrees, 
saying, “Opens are dope.”
 Skyler Toben states, 
“I enjoy not having to worry 
about snow days because we 
get out early anyway.”
 Seniors are also able 
to get to know their teachers 
better. “I like being trusted by 
the teachers,” explains Sydney 
Rand.
 Megan Connor 

agrees. “I enjoy having 
good relationships with the 
teachers,” she explains.
 Alexandra Pick has a 
different idea of what it means 
to be a senior. “My favorite 
perk is definitely getting to be 
first priority in various food 
lines, including band parties 
and cheesecake tasting,” she 
says.
 Even with hard 
classes and the looming 
responsibilities of adulthood, 
the perks of being a senior 
make the year fly by! Ladies on the bench watch the game.

LCHS is the best high school 
to receive a high school 
education, for several reasons. 
Le Mars high school offers 
in classroom college classes, 
small classes, and a wide array 
of great teachers who care 
about their students’ futures 
and ambitions. 
 M a n y 
students would 
prefer a larger 
school, but 
attending a smaller 
school has its own 
perks. Smaller 
schools mean 
teachers can get to 
know their students 
on a more personal 
level; this results 
in students feeling 
more comfortable 
when asking 
questions. 
 B e s i d e s 
the amazing staff, LCHS has 
an impressive extracurricular 
system. From sports to speech, 
LCHS offers a myriad of 
extracurricular activities. 
Anyone can find an activity 
that suits them. A top of the 
line weight room compliments 
athletes, while activities like 
Robotics Club is perfect for 
someone who plans working 
in the STEM field.
 Le Mars Community 

High School prepares students 
for college life better than 
the majority of schools in the 
state of Iowa. The majority of 
college credits students acquire 
will transfer to the college of 
their choosing, but classes 
like College English and 

College Western 
Civilization truly 
prepare students for 
college by teaching 
them how to 
manage their work.
 These are 
just a couple of 
several reasons why 
students are lucky 
to go to LCHS, 
but what are some 
things that could 
use improvement? 
 For starters, 
several seniors 
have expressed 

their wish of improving the 
parking lot. Offering a wider 
array of classes, including 
more foreign languages,  at 
LCHS would benefit students 
as well. 
 All in all, the 
education students receive at 
LCHS is top notch, and the 
minor improvements students 
have recommended are just 
that, minor. 

By Luis Barrera

Time to begin planning and saving for Prom 2017

LCHS provides top 
notch education

Along with the new year, 
people are thinking about  
things they want to change and 
improve on in their life. Mostly 
everyone has a New Year’s 
resolution at the beginning of 
January, whether they actually 
pull through with it or not.  
 Some popular 
resolutions are getting fit, 
eating right, paying off debts, 
being more organized, quitting 
a foul habit, or trying out a new 
hobby.  The students and staff 
of LCHS tell the Dog Pound 
what they plan on improving 
during 2017. 
 Megan Bergquist 
plans on being more healthy 

and active. 
 Maddy Hunter shares, 
“I would like to be more 
positive and uplifting to myself 
and the people around me.” 
 Mr. LeRoy Wichers 
says he is going to try to not 
drink so much Mountain Dew. 
 Alec Rieken wants to 
use less social media and just 
live in the moment. 
 Cheyanne Allen 
would like to work on not 
being such a psychopath. 
 Emma Madsen would 
like to try out a new hobby. 
 Matlyn Krogman 
states, “I want to draw and read 
more in my spare time.”

 Sydney Rand says, “I 
would like to stop spending so 
much money on makeup.”
 Brady Kommes and 
Andrea Kommes both want to 
finish strong and graduate high 
school. 
 Hannah McDougall 
wants to be more social and get 
a couple new pals. 
 Mrs. Sherri 
Permeswaran says, “I’m going 
to save money for a trip to 
Germany.”
 Whatever your 
resolution is this year, make 
sure to try and stick with it. 
Happy New Year!

People make New Year’s resolutions
By Skyler Toben

Collin Nemmers is enjoying his VIP status.

“We coaches are amazed at 
the effort and talent of our 
team. They practice hard, 
support each other, and strive 
to improve every day. We love 
working with them!” states 
Mrs. Erin Ohrlund after the 
stellar performances at the 
district large group speech 
contest at LCHS on Saturday, 
January 21. 
 Congratulations to 
all of the 107 LCHS students 
who participated at the district 
contest. Twenty-four of the 
35 entries earned I ratings 
qualifying them for State 
competition on Saturday, 
February 4 in Spencer. 
 The 88 state 
qualifying students along 

with speech coaches, Mrs. 
Erin Ohrlund, Mrs. Sherri 
Permeswaran, Mrs. Jodi 
Richey, and Mr. Shawn Starr 
will continue practicing every 

day until state contest on 
February 7. The groups meet 
twice a week with a coach as 
well as practicing at least once 
a day on their own. 

On to State! Students rehearsing lines  after school while waiting 
to work with a speech coach (from left) Megan Connor, Madelyn 
Johnson,  Cole Berkanpas, and Morgan Boehme. 

Mark your calendars:
Summer driver education dates
Students who must take 
driver education this 
summer should mark your 
calendars for either May 
30-June 6 or June 9 -July 7. 
Preference will be given to 
older students in requesting 
sessions. Starting dates are 
subject to change due to an 
extended school year due 
to weather related school 

cancellations.
 S t a r t i n g 
Wednesday, March 1, 
students may pick up a form 
in the high school office. 
Forms must be returned on 
or before Friday, April 7, 
with the proper fee attached. 
LCHS students must pay 
$325 for the class.

LCHS prepares 
students for 
college life 

better than the 
majority 

of schools.
Second semester exam reminders
As second semester gets 
underway, students should 
remember the semester test 
policy. 
 According to the 
student handbook, students 
who will be exempt from 
taking semester tests can be 
absent no more than four times 

in any class for any non-school 
related reason.
             Long term hospitalization 
or surgery will count a total of 
two days absence if a doctor’s 
note is provided. 
 Students must have 
no grade lower than a C-. 
No unexcused absences 

are allowed. Students who 
accumulate 6 or more tardies 
in a class will take the semester 
test in that class.
 The tests will be 
given the last two days of the 
semester.
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Make-up girls cannot leave home without
Valentine’s Day a special 
holiday in February that many 
love birds look forward to 
every year. The special holiday 
allows the couple to prove to 
each other that they truly care 
about one another.  Some 
people who may be a single 
pringle and others who are 
in a relationship on this fine 
holiday have a certain way to 
make this day memorable.
 C e l e b r a t i n g 
Valentines Day started in 
preschool for many children. 
The children make candy 
boxes that are decorated in 
hearts and filled with a variety 
of pinks and reds. The kids in 
the class give valentines with 
candy in them to all of their 
classmates. The  students 
also enjoy class parties with 
everyone. Once students get 
older the valentines and parties 
go away and people begin to 
figure out the true meaning of 
Valentine’s Day.

  Some students 
recently shared  what they will 
be doing on Valentine’s Day.
  Jayden Weiler, a 
junior, said, “I am single! 
For sure spending my day 
watching The Office while 
eating chocolate.” 
 Senior Jessica Eisma, 
said, “ Happy single awareness 
day! I will definitely be 
watching Vampire Diaries and 
eating chocolate.
  Abbey Beitelspacher, 
a senior, “I will be snuggling 
and sharing candy presents 
with my boyfriend of three 
years (in March).” 
  Junior Hannah 
Kliever, who is a relationship, 
quotes, “We will probably be 
watching movies and eating 
chocolate with each other.”
 Have a happy 
Valentine’s Day to everyone. 
Regardless of how couples 
spend Valentine’s Day, they 
should avoid PDA in school.

Support the school: Get involved
By Ashley Vasquez
Knowing how girls are, most 
are in a rush in the morning 
to get ready for their day. 
Everyone is beautiful in her 
own way, but some ladies still 
feel the need to slap something 
on their face in the morning to 
feel better about themselves.  
 Some LCHS ladies 
share the three makeup 
products they cannot leave the 
house without in the morning. 
Some of these girls rarely use 
it but when they do these are 
the these makeup products,
 Skyler Toben states, 
“I cannot leave the house 
without an eyebrow pencil, 
concealer, and my Laura 
Mercier translucent powder 
on.”
 Maria Arredondo 
cannot leave the house without 
lip gloss, perfume, and mascara 
on.
 Megan Bergquist 
says (giggling), “I need my 
eyebrows on, chapstick, and 

concealer.”
 Nicole Plueger 
needs mascara foundation, 
an eyebrow pencil, and 
foundation. 
 Andrea Kommes 
always has foundation, 
mascara, and eyebrow gel.
 Maddy Hunter states, 
“All I need is my eyebrows 
and highlighter.”
 Kelli Susemihl needs 
her eyebrow pencil, mascara, 

and face powder.
  Abbey Feller states, 
“Mascara and chapstick”
 Matilynn Langel 
says, “Mascara eyebrow stuff 
and chapstick “ if she has to go 
somewhere. 
 Janae Casson states, 
“Foundation and mascara, 
that’s all”  
 All girls are beautiful 
without  makeup.

Making plans for Valentine’s Day

Are you bored after school? 
Are you looking for a way to 
meet new friends? Try getting 
involved in an extracurricular 
activity! 
 LCHS has a lot 
more to offer than just 8:30-
3:30 classes.  At Le Mars 
Community High School, 
there are plenty of activities to 
try. Included in this large list 
are quiz bowl, robotics club, 
sports, orchestra, show choir, 
jazz band, Student Council, 
and many, more.
 There are many perks 
to being involved. One reason 
is to look good on college 
and scholarship applications. 
College admission staffs are 
looking for well-rounded 

people to attend their 
schools. Likewise, donors for 
scholarships also want to give 
their money to students who 
went above and beyond in high 
school.
 Another advantage 
of being involved in high 
school is to develop interests. 
Becoming involved in a 
variety of activities will make 
you a much more interesting 
person will lots of experiences. 
It also allows you to make 
friends with the same interests 
and experiences that you have 
had. 
 Having fun is the 
most important reason to join 
an extracurricular activity! 
Being involved can lead to 

school trips, fun competition 
weekends, and even fun 
practices. Going to practices, 
competitions, or trips with 
your group can help you build 
bonds with people you might 
not have met otherwise.
 Senior Jeff Ahlers 
explains why he enjoys being 
so involved in high school. 
“It’s really fun to be able to 
go to events and mess around 
with all my friends,” he states. 
Jeff’s favorite school activity is 
speech.
 No matter where 
you choose to be involved, 
participating in school 
activities is a great way to 
show support for the school! 

By Kelli Susemihl

Many activities are available 
for students to be a part of at 
LCHS. These activities include 
sports, speech, band, orchestra, 
robotics, T&I, and many 
more!  
 One may debate 
whether or not to participate 
in out of school activities, 
but being involved in extra-
curricular activities during 
high school is one of the best 
decisions a student can make. 
 When participating 
in extra-curricular activities, a 
student will usually make new 

friends or find people with a 
common interest. This type of 
relationship can last a lifetime. 
New friends are always nice to 
have and will make the school 
days much more enjoyable!
 A second reason extra 
curriculars are a great idea 
is because participants may 
earn potential scholarships 
for college. Scholarships are 
awarded to athletes, band 
members, and choir members 
among others. Scholarships 
help with the cost of attending 
college, but first people have to 

be involved.
 A third reason to be 
engaged in extra-curricular 
activities is for the fun of 
representing  Le Mars. 
Nothing can beat performing 
in front of parents, alumni, 
and community members. The 
feeling of knowing that the 
town will be there to watch 
you perform through good 
times and bad. 
 Being involved in 
extra-curricular activities is 
one of the best decisions a 
student can make. So choose a 

Getting involved: Best decision one can make
By Brady Kommes

Middle school relationships 
are an awkward subject for 
most students. Stories filled 
with embarrassing moments 
were shared with the Dog 
Pound staff.
 Senior, Ashley 
Vasquez, shared her long-
lasting love story. Ashley and 
her boyfriend, LCHS alumni 

Toby Hitchcock, have been 
dating since the end of her 
eighth grade year. 
 Vasquez shares her 
story, “We’ve been together for 
so long that we have gotten to 
see each other grow as people. 
We are constantly building 
each other up.” 
 When asked for 

advice for those who are single 
or those who are struggling 
with their relationship, Ashley 
shared, “Set your standards 
high. Learn to love yourself 
before you start a relationship 
and make sure that your 
boyfriend/girlfriend is your 
best friend, respects you and 
your values.” 
 Ashley and Toby 
have plans of building their 
careers and starting their future 
together.
 When seniors, 
Gretchen Dodge and Preston 
Chesteen, were asked about 
their past relationship, they had 
a variety of stories to share. 
 Gretchen shared her 
memories with Preston, “We 
dated for about ten months. He 
taught me how to have fun in 
your relationship and how to 
just enjoy life.” 
 Dodge shared their 
awkward experiences, “There 

are so many. We took basketball 
and Christmas couple pictures 
together.” Even with all the 
embarrassing moments, 
Gretchen and Preston still 
remain good friends. 
 Alex White also 
shared his middle school-
relationship experiences: 
“Megan and I were best friends 
before we dated; we dated for 
about a year.” 
 W h e n 
asked about 
his awkward 
moments, he 
shared that for 
her birthday 
he gave her 
a necklace 
and drew her 
pictures. He 
remembers that 
he also gave 
her his mom’s 
ring, but had 
to ask for it 

back because his mom had 
no clue he took it! Alex 
states that besides the year of 
embarrassing moments, he and 
his ex are still best friends to 
this day.
 Even though the years 
of middle school romances are 
long gone, the memories have 
not been forgotten.

Those were the days: People share memories about middle school relationships
By Megan Bergquist

Ride of the Month: Junior’s 
truck growls at other motorists

By  Alex Orban

Large group speech is a popular activity at LCHS. Pictured (from left) are Sally Probst, Andrew Tonner, 
Lauren Tabbert, and Max Hardyk practicing for district contest held on Saturday, January 21 at LCHS. The 
group qualified for state contest.

 The first ride of the month 
for 2017 is junior Abraham 
Cerda’s 2002 Silverado 
1500.  
 Abraham has done 
some serious rust removal and 
upgraded the exhaust to make 
it sound a bit louder. Looks 
can be deceiving, however,  
because Abe says his pickup  is 
super fast. 
 Named Tyga because  
of the loud exhaust, the truck 
sounds like a tiger growling 
at somebody. Abraham warns 
drivers to beware of dog.

 Abraham bought 
his car with most of his own 
money, but he is grateful 
for a little help from family 
members. He uses his truck to 
get to school, to haul his tools,  
and to haul wood around for 
his parents. 
 The junior bought 
the vehicle with  170,000 
miles, and Abraham has added 
another 8,000 miles.
 Congratulations to 
Abe Cerda and his vehicle of 
the month.
 

By Nicole  Plueger

Cheer team spreads school spirit

Sophomore Kerstin Thoms cheers at the home basketball game.

Gretchen Dodge and Preston Chesteen were middle 
school sweethearts who remain friends.

Ashley Vasquez and Toby Hitchcock have been sweethearts since 
middle school.

Girls who do not leave home without their make-up (from left) Abbey 
Feller, Matilynn Langel, and Nicole Plueger.

http://somany.we/
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By Andrea Kommes

By Skyler Toben

A day in the life of an assistant principalLCHS welcomes new study 
hall supervisor

Editorial: Money cannot 
buy true happiness

Should underclassmen be able to attend prom? 

The new semester includes is 
a new staff member at LCHS. 
Sue Reed, wife of Mark Reed, 
is the new study hall teacher 
replacing the legend LeAnn 
Hobson.
 Mrs. Reed’s career 
before accepting the job 
at LCHS was working at 
Siouxland Community Health 
and Mid Sioux Opportunity. 
 When asked about 
how she heard of the job 
opening Mrs. Reed responded, 
“I heard about the opportunity 
through my daughter, Mrs. 
Buhman, the new school 
nurse. So, I applied with great 
excitement.” 
 Mrs. Reed is thrilled 
with her new hours, and she 
is eager to get to know the 
students, staff, and LCHS 
community.
 Mrs. Reed loves the 
community and believes it’s 
a great, safe place to grow 
up. No stranger to LCHS, the 
study hall supervisor has  three 

children who graduated from 
LCHS. 
 When asked if she 
was enjoying her new career 
Mrs. Reed simply relied, “The 
transition to my new job was 
smooth, and I definitely am 
enjoying my new career as a 
study hall teacher. Everything 
was in place when I came, and 
I plan on keeping it that way, 
but also plan on putting my 
own spin on things here.”
 Mrs. Reed’s  
granddaughter, Aly Buhman, 
is currently attending LCHS 
as a sophomore. Her grandson, 
Cameron, graduated last May. 
 “It’s kind of weird, 
but I actually really enjoy 
having her here. It’s nice to 
give her a wave in the halls 
between classes,” states Aly 
Buhman. 
 Take a minute to 
make Mrs. Reed feel welcome.

Can money buy happiness? 
That is the question people 
have debated for many years. 
Lots of people disagree, but 
some would say there are some 
exceptions. 
 A student who would 
like to remain anonymous 
thinks that once basic needs are 
taken care 
of, money 
will not 
make people 
happier.
 Senior Maddy Hunter 
states, “I think money can buy 
happiness, but it cannot buy 
joy. There is a certain feeling 
in your chest you get when 
you think about someone or 
something. There are not many 
things you can buy in order to 
feel that.” 
 In my opinion, 
a person can be happy 
temporarily from materialistic 
things, but things do not 
provide long-term happiness. 
For instance, you feel really 
good and happy that you got 

the new iPhone 7. The next 
year rolls around and a new, 
better phone comes out. You 
might not be so thrilled about 
having the old, lousy iPhone 7 
now.
 Some might say that 
the rich seem happier, but 
people are only seeing how 

they act 
when they 
are in public.  
 M a n y 
celebrities in 

the spotlight all the time might 
be under a lot of pressure. For 
example, they could turn to 
drugs, alcohol, or provocative 
activities. Celebrities may be 
dealing with mental illness, 
family problems, etc. 
 People who 
have companionship and 
relationships, are much 
happier. So, the next time you 
are upset about your parents 
not buying you something 
or not being able to afford 
an item, just remember that 
money is not everything.

Sorry underclassmen: Prom is 
for the big kids! Prom season 
is right around the corner and 
the promposals have already 
begun. 
 The age old question, 
“Should freshman and 
sophomores be able to attend 
prom?” is a touchy subject for 
some students. Many schools 
only allow upperclassmen to 
attend prom, no exceptions. 
Le Mars Community is much 
more lenient. Upperclassmen 
can go to prom, but they can 
bring an underclassmen as a 
date if they wish. 
 Some upperclassmen 
fully support taking 
underclassmen to prom; others 
don’t care. A large population 
are against freshmen and 
sophomores going to prom. 
Seniors Megan Bergquist 
and Krista Zenk both 

answered “no” when asked 
if underclassmen should be 
invited to prom. “Kick them 
out,” Zenk adds jokingly.
 Senior Kelli Susemihl 
has a neutral opinion on 
underclassmen going to prom. 
“As long as they’re actually 
invited and don’t just sneak 
into the dance, who cares?” the 
senior states.
 Personally, I 
have mixed feelings about 
underclassmen going to prom. 
Paying for all the prom wares 
for just two years is costly 
enough, so imagine the price 
over the years for three or 
four proms. Also, as most 
people know, many students 
make poor choices on prom 
night. A fourteen year old 
being exposed to certain prom 
activities could mean trouble. 
 Lastly, I think going to  

prom as an upperclassmen is a 
special and sacred experience. 
For seniors, prom is the one 
last hurrah before graduation, 
and having a freshman at prom 
can take away from the perks 
of being an upperclassmen.
  On the other hand, 
if upperclassmen is dating an 
underclassmen, they should 
be able to spend prom night 
with their special person. 
Also, mature underclassmen 
who respect and listen to 
upperclassmen when making 
proms plans can be granted the 
benefit to attend prom. 
 At the end of the 
day, prom is a right for 
upperclassmen and a privilege 
for underclassmen. Take 
Gina Gearke’s advice: “Fair 
warning, what you see can’t be 
unseen.”

By Maddie Hunter

He jests at scars that never 
felt a wound. But soft, what 
light through yonder window 
breaks? It is the east and 
Juliet is the sun! That thou 
her maid art far more fair 
than she

 Second semester 
in Freshmen English classes 
means the time has come 
to read and closely analyze 
William Shakespeare’s Romeo 
and Juliet.
 Pictured is Mrs. Jodi 
Richey’s sixth hour class doing 
group work with Mrs. Rosalee 
Ellefson, a favorite substitute 
in the high school.

Freshmen begin analyzing Romeo and Juliet

As a high school student, many 
activities are available for 
students to be a part of. These 
activities include activities 
such as sports, speech groups, 
band, orchestra, robotics, T&I, 
and many more! 
 One may debate 
whether or not to participate 
in out of school activities, 
but being involved in extra-
curricular activities during 
high school is one of the best 
decisions a student can make. 
 One reason to be 
involved in extra-curricular 
activities is that a student 
will usually make new 
friends or find people with a 
common interest. This type of 
relationship can last a lifetime 
and go past high school. New 
friends are always nice to have 
and will make the school days 
much more enjoyable!
 A second reason 
extra curriculars are a great 
idea is potential scholarships 
after high school. Scholarships 

are given for athletes, band 
members, and choir members 
among others. Scholarships can 
help with the cost of attending 
college and all the money 
available will help, but first 
you have to be involved to get 
these scholarships!
 A 
third reason to 
be engaged in 
extra-curr icular 
activities is for 
the fun involved. 
Nothing can beat 
performing in front 
of parents, alumni, 
and community 
members. 
  The feeling of 
knowing that the 
town is there to 
watch you perform 
may be pressuring 
to some, but 
nothing defeats 
representing a city 
that will be behind 
you through good 

times and bad. 
 Being involved in 
extra-curricular activities is 
one of the best decisions a 
student can make. So choose a 
club or activity and have fun! 
Get involved!

Get involved in extra curricular activities
By Brady Kommes

Service with a smile: Mrs. Sue Reed is the new study hall supervisor 
replacing long-time employee, Mrs. Le Ann Hobson.

Have you ever really wondered 
what the life as an assistant 
principal is like behind the 
scene? Mr. Neal Utesch has 
been great for LCHS. 
 Assistant principals 
are truly underestimated 
sometimes. Most can agree 
that an assistant principal has 
one of the most demanding 
jobs in a school district. Mr. 
Utesch puts up with things that 
most teachers and staff do not.
 According to Mr. 
Utesch, working with  students 
with each day different from 
the other is the best part of the 
job. Daily duties are mainly 
meeting the needs and well-
being of students.
 Mr. Utesch became  a 
principal because he wants to 
“impact the lives of students.”
As busy as his life may be, 
he enjoys watching movies, 
playing baseball, and watching 
baseball in his free time.
 Mr. Utesch’s family 
is also a big part of his life. 
He and his wife, Heidi, have 
two daughters. Taylor is a 
sophomore at Woodbury 
Central, and Kaylee is a sixth 
grader at Woodbury Central. 
His wife is a counselor 

at Sergeant Bluff-Luton 
Community School. The 
family also has a two-year-old 
dog named Peanut.
 Mr. Utesch added 
that he just really enjoys his 

job. LCHS is blessed to have 
him as an assistant principal. 
Thanks for all you do for this 
school and continue to do! 

Mr. Neal Utesch, high school assistant principal, spends a good part of 
the day “putting out fires” and holding students accountable for their 
attendance and academic success.

The Bulldogs are ready to play ball!

Can money buy 
happiness?
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As of 2012 Christianity, Islam, 
and Hinduism are the world’s 
top three most followed 
religions. Naturally, with this 
many distinct religions arise 
conflicts and disagreements, 
but I believe many of these 
problems can be remedied with 
some simple knowledge about 
the world’s various religions. 
 In order to accomplish 
this, LeMars Community 
High School should offer a 
World Religion class. This 
class would not necessarily 
indoctrinate students, but 
rather teach them about each 
religion’s principles and 
beliefs. 
 Many Westerners 
are aware, but uninformed 
about many Asian or European 
religions. Islam, the second 
most widespread religion, has 
been in the news for quite some 
time now. Muslims, followers 
of Islam, believe in five pillars, 

which include praying, fasting, 
and the pilgrimage to Mecca. 
Muslims receive much flak 
in the news for “forcing their 
religion” upon foreigners, but 
in reality Islam extremists have 
falsely represented the entire 
religion. 
 The idea that all 
Muslims are terrorists is 
as inaccurate as saying all 
Christians are members of the 
Klu Klux Klan. This is just 
one of the many examples that 
could be corrected with a little 
bit of education on the topic at 
hand. 
 Personally, I believe 
the class should be a two 
semester class. The first 
semester would teach students 
about the basics, principles, 
and beliefs of religions. While 
the second semester could 
go more in depth into the 
origin and progression of said 
religions throughout history.

Editorial: LCHS students would 
benefit from World Religion class
By Luis Barrera

Dreaded research projects educate students

By Skyer Toben

Teacher Profiles
 By Kelli Susemihl

Choose friends wisely

It’s that time of year again! 
Time for seniors to get their 
hands on a laptop and begin 
their ... *insert scary music* 
…. COLLEGE ENGLISH 
RESEARCH PAPERS!
 College English 
students are required to write 
a 4-6 page argumentative 
research paper on a topic of 
their choice. Topics this year 
range from the extinction of 
gorillas, to space exploration, 
to the Electoral College. 
 “The goal of this 
unit is to show students the 
importance of researching 
and objectively examining 
evidence before making 
decisions about controversial 
topics. Too many people base 
their beliefs on emotional 
fallacies, fake news, and fear 
mongering rather than actual 
facts and logical reasoning. 
Our world will become a 
better place if people keep 
open minds while calmly and 
rationally learning more about 
all sides of each issue,” states 
Mrs. Sherri Permeswaran, 
College English teacher.
  Although students have 
around two and a half months 
to complete this project, 

seniors are still feeling the 
stress. 
 Sydney Rand says 
sarcastically, “I haven’t cried 
yet, so that’s a 
positive.”
 Likewise, 
Krista Zenk 
responds that 
her paper is 
going “rough.”
 Bryce 
F r e n t r e s s 
speaks bluntly. 
“It’s terrible,” 
he says.
 Jessica 
Eisma has an 
even more grim 
outlook. “I’m 
probably going 
to get kicked out 
of college for 
plagiarizing,” 
she explains.
  Madisen Parker 
agrees with Eisma. “My paper 
is a big pile of plagiarized 
trash,” she states.
 Some students have 
chosen to procrastinate their 
assignment.
 When asked how 
her paper was coming along, 
Hazel La Breche responds, 

“I actually have to have one 
started before I can give you a 
quote about it.”

  Jeffrey 
A h l e r s 
agrees. “Like 
my paper, I 
don’t have 
anything for 
this quote,” he 
says sadly.
  Cheyanne 
Allen was 
c o n f u s e d . 
“Wait were 
we supposed 
to work on 
it during 
break?” she 
asks. 
  Even  Mrs. 
Permeswaran 
is feeling 

the stress. “I already have a 
headache,” she explains.
 Although research 
papers are hard work, the 
assignment does prepare 
students for the workload of 
college.
 Colleen Nemmers 
states, “Dear juniors, good 
luck next year!”

“Too many people base 
their beliefs on emotional 
fallacies, fake news, and 

fear mongering rather 
than actual facts and 

logical reasoning. Our 
world will become a better 
place if people keep open 
minds while calmly and 
rationally learning more 
about all sides of each 

issue.”

               -Mrs. P.     

Most people have heard of 
the term peer pressure. The 
definition of peer pressure is 
influence from members of 
one’s peer group. While most 
teens would say that their 
values would overcome being 
pressured by their friends, that 
is not always the case.
 Parents have worried 
about kids being influenced 
in a negative way since the 
beginning of time. The saying, 
“you become like who you 
run with” is reminded to kids 
by adults at least once in their 
teen years. 
 It is common 
knowledge that when spending 
a lot of time with new or old 
friends you begin to pick up 
on how they talk or act. This 
could be a great thing if you 
are hanging out with positive 
influences. For example, if you 
have friends who like to go to 

parties or who are not very nice 
people, hanging out with the 
better behaved friends more 
could improve your attitude , 
choices, and  actions.
 If you go down 
the wrong path and start to 
spend time with the wrong 
crowd, you could get into 
drugs, alcohol, or other bad 
behaviors. 
 Senior Maddy 
Hunter says, “My friends have 
influenced the way I talk. I use 
a lot of the same expressions 
and slang like them.”
 Luis Barrera states, “I 
hang out with so many white 
people that my skin is starting 
to become lighter.”
 Whether you believe 
the statement is true or not, the 
people you surround yourself 
with will impact your life in a 
big way. 

Name: Judd Kopperud
Children’s names/ages: 
Kortney (9), Jordan (6), and 
Jess (3)
Hobbies and interests: 
Sports, reading, outdoors
Plans this summer: 
Basketball, spending time 
with family, reading
Describe yourself in one 
word: Driven
Where do you see yourself 
in 10 years? Teaching and 
coaching here at LCHS 
What is something no one 
knows about you? I have a 
Hawkeye tattoo.
What is the biggest obstacle 
you’ve had to overcome? 
Iowa losing to Iowa State in 
football in 2002… cost Iowa 
the national championship 
game
What is your proudest 
accomplishment? The birth 
of my three children
What is your favorite 
teaching memory? My first 
day on the job as a teacher
What advice would you give 
to seniors? Dream big and 
don’t quit.
What advice would give 
underclassmen? Care about 
academics, activities, each 
other, and our school.
Which movie is your all-time 
favorite? Why? Hoosiers, 
because it’s the greatest story 
ever told
If you were famous in the 
future, what would you 
be famous for? Making 
a difference in the lives of 
others
If you had one wish, what 
would you wish for? World 
peace

Name: Shane Hessenius
Children’s names/ages: 
Brock (10), Britt (8)
Hobbies and interests: 
Fishing, hunting, coaching 
wrestling
Plans this summer or after 
retirement: Spend the 
summer on my boat
Describe yourself using one 
word: Driven
Where do you see yourself 
in 10 years? Still at LCHS 
because I love it here.
What is something nobody 
knows about you?
I am an open book.
What is the biggest obstacle 
you’ve had to overcome? 
Cutting 18 lbs. in 24 hours
What is your proudest 
accomplishment? Seeing one 
of my former wrestlers attend 
and succeed in college when 
I didn’t think he would even 
graduate high school
What advice would you give 
to seniors? You make your 
“real” friends in college.
What advice would you 
give underclassmen? The 
decisions you make now will 
affect your life down the road.
If you could have one 
question answered, what 
would it be? Why do kids get 
terminally ill?
If you were stranded in a zoo 
overnight, what would you 
do to pass the time? 
Mess with the tigers. 
If you received a million 
dollars, what would you 
buy first? A new wrestling 
specific facility
If you had one wish, what 
would you wish for? Health
What are your pet peeves? 
Standing at the door prior to 
the end of class

Name: Jenna Bowmaster
Hobbies and interests: 
Swimming, reading, and 
travelling
Plans this summer: Spend 
the summer in Italy
Describe yourself in one 
word: Passionate
Where do you see yourself in 
10 years? Living in Iowa with 
my family 
What is something no one 
knows about you? I have 
been a vegetarian for four 
years
What is the biggest obstacle 
you’ve had to overcome? 
Moving to a new city alone
What is your proudest 
accomplishment? Becoming 
a teacher
What is your favorite 
teaching memory? ¡Fiestas!
What is the most 
embarrassing thing that 
happened to you in high 
school? Throwing up (off 
stage) at a band concert
What advice would you give 
to seniors? Don’t take life too 
seriously. 
What advice would give 
underclassmen? Be a good 
friend and you will have good 
friends.
If you could change 
something about LCHS, 
what would it be? A laptop 
for every student
Which movie is your all-
time favorite? Why? The 
Nightmare Before Christmas; 
the music and story
If you could invent 
something, what would you 
invent? Personal heaters so 
we would never be cold
What are your pet peeves? 
Clicking pens

Name: Terry Fitzgerald
Children’s names/ages: 
Ashley (27), Emily (30), and 
Liz (33)
Hobbies and interests: Five 
granddaughters, Netflix, 
football, and antiques
Plans this summer: Family 
vaca to Minnesota and have a 
garage sale
Describe yourself using one 
word: Content!
What advice would you give 
to seniors? Finish strong: 
Anyone can coast; it takes 
character to put forth your best 
effort.
What advice would you 
give underclassmen? Take 
ownership of your own 
education- it’s your future.
If you could change 
something about LCHS, 
what would it be? 
The antique light fixtures in 
the classrooms
Which movie is your all-time 
favorite? Why? Last of the 
Mohicians-action, historical, 
and perseverance
If you were stranded in a zoo 
overnight, what would you 
do to pass the time? Ask the 
monkeys why they dropped 
out of school. 
If you were famous in the 
future, what would you be 
famous for? Banning political 
parties and teaching public 
servants to always be humble 
and kind
If you had one wish, what 
would you wish for? For the 
human race to stop killing 
each other
What are your pet peeves? 
Cell phone addiction and 
littering

Name: Mr. Kellie Bork 
Children’s names/ages: 
Jeremy (26) and Taylor (23)
Hobbies and interests: 
Racing, Hot rods, Outdoor 
Activities
Plans this summer: Car trips, 
travel
Describe yourself in one 
word: Compassionate
Where do you see yourself 
in 10 years? Getting close to 
retirement I hope! 
What is something no one 
knows about you? I have 
seven tattoos.
What is your proudest 
accomplishment? Being a 
great parent
What is your most 
memorable teaching 
memory? Playing volleyball 
in P.E. and ripping my pants 
big time!
What is the most 
embarrassing thing that 
happened to you in high 
school? Shooting at the wrong 
basket during a basketball 
game and scoring two points 
for the other team
What advice would give 
underclassmen? Work on 
your character and respect 
others
If you could change 
something about LCHS, 
what would it be? More 
hand dryers in the bathroom 
and more staff meetings all 
together!
If you had one wish, what 
would you wish for? More 
peace and kindness in our 
world
What are your pet peeves? 
People that talk about others 
when they don’t actually know 
the real truth

Get involved in high school
When adults are asked about 
favorite  memories, they often 
share something that they did 
in a high school activity. In 
the four years that a student 
spends at LCHS, countless 
opportunities arise to get 
involved with other students in 
the school. 
 Getting involved in 
high school is a great thing 
to do for many reasons. The 
first reason is that doing so 
gives a student something 
to do. People who do not 
get involved have so much 
free time  with nothing to do  
because their friends are busy 
with some  activity. Why waste 
time doing nothing when you 

could be getting involved and 
having a good time with your 
friends?
 Another reason to 
get involved in high school is 
because school activities  are a 
great way to meet new people 
and to find out more about 
yourself. When students join 
a club or activity, they meet 
people that are similar to them, 
so they often become lifelong 
friends. Being involved in 
different activities also helps 
people figure out what type of 
person they are. For example, 
when people go  out for a sport, 
they may find out whether they 
are a vocal leader, a person who 
does not say much but leads by 

example, or a follower.
 The most important 
reason to get involved in 
activities in high school is 
because doing so is a great 
way to make memories. Often 
times when students go off 
to college, they reminisce 
about the activities they did 
in high school. High school 
activities  create memories for 
a lifetime.  
 So if you are trying to 
decide whether to join a team, 
club, or other organization, 
do it. People often regret the 
activities they did not do in 
high school.

 By Collin Nemmers
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Name: Sierra Marshall
Parents’ (guardians’) names: 
Kiersten Marshall
Senior year activities: 
Working at HyVee and 
wrestling manager
Plans after graduation: 
Going to WITCC then 
transferring to Nebraska
Describe yourself using one 
word: Sassy  
Where do you see yourself in 
10 years? Living in Arizona 
What is the biggest obstacle 
you’ve had to overcome? 
My dad passing away
What is your proudest 
accomplishment? 
Never giving up
What is your favorite high 
school memory? Rolling the 
jeep with Jacob Kellen 
What is the most 
embarrassing thing that 
happened to you in high 
school? Running into the 
lockers in the commons
What advice would you give 
an underclassman? 
Never give up and be yourself 
If you could change 
something about LCHS, 
what would it be? Making the 
school warmer
Which movie is your all-time 
favorite? Why? Nightmare 
Before Christmas because it is 
awesome
What are your pet peeves? 
Inconsiderate people 
If you were famous in the 
future, what would you be 
famous for? Having a helpful 
smile in every aisle
If you had one wish, what 
would you wish for? To have 
my dream job without going 
to school

Name: Samantha Marie Wood
Parents’ (guardians’) names: 
Marie and Paul Thorpe
Plans after graduation:  
Going to college for baking 
and pastry arts
Describe yourself using one 
word:  Different 
Where do you see yourself in 
10 years?  Owning my own 
bakery with my best friend
What is something no one 
knows about you?  I have a 
brother.
What is the biggest obstacle 
you’ve had to overcome? 
Losing my grandma
What is your proudest 
accomplishment? Having the 
friends I have 
What is your favorite high 
school memory? Mr. Starr’s   
room during 8th hour Junior 
English academy when the 
door broke
What is the most 
embarrassing thing that 
happened to you in high 
school? Falling in the hallway
What advice would you 
give an underclassman? Try 
throughout high school
If you could change 
something about LCHS, 
what would it be? 
The senior lounge 
What/who is your favorite 
musical group/musician? 
Sam Hunt
If you could have one 
question answered, what 
would it be? Why is high 
school so hard?
If you were stranded in a 
zoo overnight, what would 
you do to pass the time? Go 
swimming with the fish
What are your pet peeves? 
My best friend cracking her 
knuckles

Name: Carissa Barker
Plans after graduation: 
Attend the University of Iowa 
for Premed and major in 
biology and minor in chemistry 
to become a pediatric surgeon
Senior year extracurricular 
activities: Working at Subway
Where do you see yourself 
in 10 years? Working in a 
hospital, saving lives, and 
married to the love of my life
What is something no one 
knows about you? I have to go 
to bed with my cat or someone 
to be able to sleep
What is the biggest obstacle 
you’ve had to overcome? 
I broke my big toe during 
volleyball practice and had to 
get two screws in my toe.
What is your biggest 
accomplishment? 
Getting accepted to the 
University of Iowa
What advice could you give 
to underclassmen? Slow 
down, enjoy your youth, and 
make the most out of high 
school.
What is the best thing about 
LCHS? Opens and sporting 
events
If you could change one thing 
about LCHS, what would it 
be? Longer lunches
If you were stranded in a 
zoo overnight, what would 
you do to pass the time? I 
would unlock all the animal 
captivities and let the animals 
be free.
What are your pet peeves? 
Slow texters/snappers and 
when people spell my name 
wrong
If you were to be famous in 
the future, for what would 
you be famous? My surgical 
skills

Name: Noelle Nilles
Parents’ (guardians’) 
names: Jeremy and 
Leshawn Howard
Senior year activities: 
choir, Spanish, calculus club
Plans after graduation: 
Go to college, get an 
apartment with my little 
family
Describe yourself using 
one word:  blonde
Where do you see yourself 
in 10 years?
Done with college
What is the biggest 
obstacle you’ve had to 
overcome? 
Deciding to keep my 
daughter
What is your proudest 
accomplishment?
Not being a high school 
dropout
If you could have one 
question answered, what 
would it be? 
What is going on in Brittany 
Lambert’s head?
If you were stranded in a 
zoo overnight, what would 
you do to pass the time? 
Play with the snake
If you had a “do-over” 
button, what would you 
do over? 
Freshman year, my grades 
were scary
What is the best thing 
about LCHS?
The music program

Name: Jamison Anderson
Parents’ (guardians’) 
names: Bill and Jaime 
Anderson
Senior year activities: 
Bowling, Calc-Club, Work 
at Godfathers
Plans after graduation: 
Attend USD 
Describe yourself using 
one word: 
Average
Where do you see yourself 
in 10 years? 
Still living in Merrill... 
What advice would you 
give an underclassman? 
Don’t stop in the middle of 
the hallway.
If you could change 
something about LCHS, 
what would it be?
Senior lounge
What are your pet peeves? 
People who drive too slowly
If you had one wish, what 
would you wish for? 
Proper heating in the school 


	LCHS Gear Up team bring home the district trophies
	Quiz Bowl team qualifies for KCAU televised round
	Meet the new Dog Pound staff members
	Seniors:  Stay movitvated second semester
	Look who decided to stick around another semester
	Stay warm:  Go to a movie
	Conspiracies galore in the New Year
	Great fun at Snowball dance
	NFL season begins once again
	What is the VIP of all grade levels? Senior Year, of course!
	LCHS provides top notch education
	Time to begin planning and saving for Prom 2017
	Mark your calendars:  Summer driver education dates
	Lady Bulldogs season goes out with a bang
	24 large group speech teams qualify for State competition
	Second semester exam reminders
	People make New Year's resolutions
	Make-up girls cannot leave home without
	Making plans for Valentine's Day
	Those were the days:  People share memories about middle school relationships
	Ride of the Month:
	Support the school:  Get involvoed
	Cheer team spreads school spirit
	Should underclassmen be able to attend prom?
	LCHS welcomes new study hall supervisor
	Get involved in extra curicular activities
	Editorial:  Money cannot buy true happiness
	A day in the life of an assistant principal
	Freshmen begin analyzing Romeo and Juliet
	Editorial:  LCHS students would benefit from World Religion class
	Dreded research projects educate students
	Choos friends wisely
	Get involved in high school
	Teacher profiles
	Student profiles

