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Quiz bowl, the only place 
where knowing the best way to 
store egg whites can get your 
team the win. 
 The concept of 
quiz bowl is basic and 
straightforward; questions 
are asked by a reader, and 
the goal is to answer as many 
questions correctly as quickly 
as possible. 
 Although the 
objective is simple, 
accomplishing it can be a bit 
trickier. Questions cover a wide 
range of topics or categories. 
 One question could 
ask “What U.S. state is known 
as the Cowboy state?” while 
the very next question could 
ask: “Which high-ranking 
World War II Nazi officer was 
the leader of the Luftwaffe or 
German air force?”. 

 This wide variety 
of topics allows anyone and 
everyone to be a part of quiz 
bowl. There is a false stigma 
around quiz bowl that prevents 
people from joining because 
they believe they “aren’t smart 
enough,” when in reality, 
absurb knowledge over niche 
topics, like crochet techniques, 
can bring a team to victory. 
 Mrs. Jeanne Rust, 
the middle school challenge 
teacher, is Le Mars’ quiz bowl 
coach. She has been coaching 
the team for seventeen years. 
 When asked how the 
quiz bowl program began Mrs. 
Rust responded, “I started 
the quiz bowl program the 
first year I taught at Le Mars 
Community.  I was looking for 
a way to involve high school 
students in an extracurricular 

academic activity, and since 
I was familiar with how quiz 
bowl worked, I recruited high 
school students to participate.  
The first few years of quiz 
bowl, the group was small - 
perhaps eight students or less.  
Over the years, the group has 
grown.  In the 17th year, there 
are close to forty students who 

have signed up.” 
 This year’s varsity 
team consists of Jeff Ahlers, 
Kelli Susemihl, Sydney Rand, 
Luis Barrera, Kyle Marek, 
Kajsa Hallberg, and Mary 
Meis. 
 When asked about a 
favorite quiz bowl memory, 
Kelli Susemihl replied, “When 

Mrs. Rust almost signed a 
waiver for Joey DeBoer to 
do the Blazin’ Challenge at 
Buffalo Wild Wings.”
 Although it is too 
late to join quiz bowl this 
year, there is always next year. 
Never say you are not smart 
enough to participate.

By  Luis Barrera

A week and half before the 
United States Presidential 
election, Iowa high school 
students voted in their own 
election. 
 At LCHS, 238 
students and 31 teachers 
voted in the Straw Poll, which 
was put together by Mark 
Zeka’s Advanced American 
Government class.
 Republican nominee 
Donald Trump won the LCHS 
Straw Poll with 58 percent of 
the votes; while Democratic 
nominee Hillary Clinton came 
in second with 24 percent of 
the votes.
 While the 2016 
election has a negative 

reputation, many LCHS 
students enjoyed the 
opportunity of  feeling like 
they were participating in 
democracy.
 “I like how the school 
election helps us feel included 
in politics,” explains junior 
Regan Albers.
 “It made me feel like I 
was being included on making 
such an important decision,” 
states Max Hardyk.  
 Others wish they 
could’ve participated. “I wish 
I knew the school election was 
happening. I came in through 
the other door,” Sarah Benton 
states nostalgically.
 Two LCHS seniors, 

Kajsa Hallberg and Zerrick 
Campbell, were willing to 
explain why they voted for 
their candidates in the school 
election. Both are also old 
enough to vote in the legitimate 
United States Presidential 
election.
 Kajsa Hallberg voted 
for Democrat nominee Hillary 
Clinton. “Trump is a fascist, 
sexist, racist, misogynistic, 
xenophobic, lying, idiot who 
has no idea what he’s doing, 
only cares about white, rich, 
non-disabled men, and he 
likes to brag about sexually 
assaulting women,” Hallberg 
explains. 
 Kajsa adds, “I also 

agree with Hillary’s policies, 
especially for environment and 
education.”
 Zerrick Campbell 
voted for Republican nominee 
Donald Trump. Like Hallberg, 
he also does not approve of the 
other candidate.  
 “I voted for Trump 
because I believe Hillary is 
crooked. I’d rather have my 
president say mean things that 
are true than have a president 
who lies to you constantly,” 
states Campbell.
 Others like neither 
candidate. “I just hope Jesus 
comes back for us soon,” 
Brittany Lambert states 
hopefully.

 “I feel like after the 
election, we’ll all realize that 
both Trump and Hillary are 
criminals, and America is 
screwed,” Megan Friederich 
says. Chins up Americans, 
only four more years.

By Kelli Susemihl
Mock Election: Students voice political opinions 

Quiz Bowl questions into 17th year of competition

Cheyanne Allen proudly voted.
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By Maddy Hunter

Ever get the winter blues? 
This may actually be a health 
issue. According to Mayo 
Clinic’s website, Seasonal 
Affective Disorder, commonly 
referred to as SAD is “a type 
of depression that’s related to 
changes in seasons.” 
 Seasonal Affective 
Disorder is most common in 
the fall and winter months. The 
sun provides us with important 
vitamins, like Vitamin D. 
 Because of the cold 
weather and shortened amount 
of daylight, people tend to 
spend less time outside. The 
decrease in sunlight absorption 
can mess up the body’s 
biological clock and cause 
a drop in serotonin levels. 
Serotonin affects mood, so low 
levels can cause depression 
and irritability. 
 Some symptoms of 
SAD are anxiety, sadness, 
moodiness, loss of interest, 
overeating, weight gain, 
trouble concentrating, and 
sleeping more but still feeling 
tired. People aged 15-55 
are more at risk of Seasonal 
Affective Disorder. 
 People can overcome 

SAD through light therapy, 
medication, or in extreme 
cases, psychotherapy. Sitting 
next to special light box that 
provides the same benefits to 
sunlight can help change brain 
chemicals and boost serotonin, 
which will help SAD sufferers’ 
moods. 
 In more serious cases 
of SAD, antidepressants may 
be a solution. Exercising and 
going outside regularly can 
also be solutions for SAD. In 
addition, psychotherapy can 

help people cope with stress 
and understand the negative 
thoughts and poor mood 
associated with Seasonal 
Affective Disorder. Other 
therapies that help balance the 
mind are yoga, meditation, and 
acupuncture. 
 Mental health and 
physical health are equally 
important; take care of yourself 
this winter!

Student council volunteers pack care packages for Siouxland Soldiers

Student council volunteers missed class on Friday, November 11, to box up the care packages for the annual Siouxland Soldiers fund raiser. The student council 
would like to thank all the students who contributed to the success of the project. LCHS students are good people!

Football
As the winter season rapidly 
approaches and a new slew of 
sports begin practice, let’s take 
a look back on how the fall 
sports ended up. 
 As many probably 
know, the football team has 
not had good seasons the past 
couple of years. In the past two 
seasons, the team combined 
for only four wins. However, 
this year was a different story. 
During this season, the team 
got back on track to a winning 
program by finishing the 
season with six wins and three 
losses. 
 Senior players were 
asked for thoughts on this 
year’s season.
 Craig Schwartz says, 
“I felt accomplished. We did 
what we needed to do to get 
the program going back in the 
right direction. I was proud 
to be a football player unlike 
other (last) years.”
 Kyle Kliever 
responds, “I really enjoyed 
going to practice every day. 
This has been by far my 
favorite season.”
 “I thought it was a 
good season with the bros,” 

says Colton Beitelspacher.
 Tron Hamilton says, 
“It was really fun to be a part 
of the team. I feel like we set 
the bar high, so now everyone 
knows what needs to be done. 
Dirt squad out.”
 Congratulations to 
the football team on a much 
needed winning season.
Volleyball
 For many years, the 
volleyball team has been quite 
the contender around the area. 
This year was no different.  
 The squad followed 
up a respectable season last 
year of 19-19 by winning 
20 out of 35 games.  In each 
game, the girls went out with 
the mind set of “we are going 
to win” because winners have 
that mind set in any sport. 
 The two seniors, 
Krista Zenk and Sydney Rand 
were asked how they feel about 
their final season.
 Sydney says, “I think 
that it went well and that we 
competed with tough teams.”
 “I am proud of 
everything we accomplished, 
and I am happy to have been 
a part of such an awesome 
team and program,” says 

Krista.  
 Congratulations to 
the volleyball team on a great 
season.
Cross Country 
 During this cross 
country season, many of the 
runners for both the guys and 
girls’ teams set new personal 
records. Besides beating the 
person next to them, all runners 
strive to run their personal 
best.
 Three runners that 
did very well this season are 
freshmen Chloe Calhoun, 
Kara Albrecht, and sophomore 
Maddie Hurt. All three  qualified 
for state after finishing 10th, 
11th, and 12th at the district 
meet. The girls team was just 
one place short of making it 
to state meet finishing fourth. 
Each team member improved 
her time during this meet; 
however, which is a great 
accomplishment.
 Congratulations to 
Chloe finishing 52nd, Maddie 
finishing 55th, and Kara 
finishing 59th at the state meet 
as well as the rest of the guys 
and girl’s teams on a great 
season. 
 

Fall sports wrap-ups and reflections
By Collin Nemmers

Bulldog Nation gives thanks
By Brady Kommes

November includes falling 
leaves and temperatures. A 
special holiday in this scenic 
month is Thanksgiving. 
According to History.com, 
Thanksgiving began in 1621, 
when the Plymouth colonists 
and the Wampanoag Indians 
shared a harvest feast.
 For more than two 
centuries, Thanksgiving was 
celebrated by individual 
colonies and states. This 
changed in 1863 when 
President Abraham Lincoln 
proclaimed this great holiday 
to be known as Thanksgiving 
during each November. 
Families come and gather to 
share memories, to get caught 
up in each other’s lives, and 
to enjoy the presence of one 
another. Family members 
usually take turns sharing what 
they are thankful for.   
 LCHS students share 
what they are thankful for 
this Thanksgiving. Walker 
Raymond: I am thankful to 
be alive and surrounded by 

family.
 Jordyn Jongerius: I 
am thankful for my bed.
 Sydney Brown: I am 
thankful for my godson.
 Cheyanne McGee: I 
am thankful for my best friend 
coming home.
 C h a n d l e r 
Grosenheider: I am thankful 
for my best friend, Katelyn 
Raymond.
 Haley Jungers: I am 
thankful for my family and 
friends.
 Abby Foster: I am 
thankful for my dogs.
 Leah Volkert: I am 
thankful for my family.
 Kailyn Huisman: I 
am thankful for having a house 
and a wonderful family who 
can cook.
 Logan Boylan: I am 
thankful for being with my 
family that I don’t get to see 
on a regular basis.
 Sophie Fedders: I am 
thankful for my family and 
friends.

Cooler weather got you blue? 

Shopping season is upon us 
once again. November is the 
time to give thanks to all of 
those around us, but is also the 
start of the holiday shopping 
season. 
 Many stores are 
coming out with great deals 
trying to have the lowest price 
on different items so more 
people will buy them. These 
deals make shopping more 
affordable for those who do 
not have a lot of money to 
spend on gifts.
  The great deals also 
make shopping for younger 
people a lot more plausible 
for teenagers looking to get 

presents for friends and family. 
 Some teens find it 
difficult to go shopping for 
others because they are used 
to just spending money when 
they have it. However, when 
the holiday season comes 
those spending habits tend to 
change. Instead of spending 
money rapidly, some people 
save a little bit here and there 
so they can buy a nice present 
for someone else.
 A few people 
were asked about how their 
spending habits change as the 
holiday season comes closer.
 Senior Preston 
Chesteen says, “I try not to go 

out to eat as much to help save 
money.”
 “I have a huge family 
to buy gifts for, so I try to start 
my shopping early and make 
sure to get good deals,” says 
senior Gabe Toki.
 Seniors Krista Zenk 
and Megan Friedenbach both 
said that they spend money all 
the time regardless of the time 
of the year, so their spending 
habits don’t change much as 
the holidays approach.
 Not everyone has the 
same opinion about spending 
money when shopping, so find 
a way that works with your 
budget. Happy shopping.

Let the holiday shopping begin
By Collin Nemmers

At 1:30 am CST on November 
9, 2016, Donald J. Trump was 
officially named the president-
elect of the United States. 
Republican candidate Trump 
won the election with 279 
electoral votes; Democratic 
candidate Hillary Clinton 
lost the presidency with 228 
votes. Although Trump won 
the electoral vote, Clinton won 
the popular vote; an event that 
has now happened only five 
times in U.S. history. Trump 
earned 52 percent of Iowans’ 
votes, giving him the state’s 
six electoral votes.
 Although a LCHS  
twitter poll showed that 57 
out of 89 students thought that 
Trump would win the election, 
most polls and political 
analysts did not predict a 
Donald Trump victory. Many 
Americans were also surprised 
by the Trump win. So how did 
the reality star/businessman 
become the leader of the free 
world?
 Donald Trump 
began his campaign on June 
16, 2015. He ran against 12 
other Republican candidates 
in the primaries, including 
Marco Rubio and Ted Cruz. 
Trump secured the GOP 

nomination on July 19, 2016 
at the Republican National 
Convention. 
 One of Trump’s 
famous campaign promises 
was to “build the wall” on 
the Mexican border. Donald 
Trump also supports the 2nd 
Amendment, is pro-life, and 
wants to make veterans a 
priority. 
 Although Trump’s 
campaign was full of 
controversy, his ability to “tell 
it as it is” appealed to voters. 
His anger about America’s 
problems also resonated with 
the American people.
 After Trump’s 
victory, Hillary Clinton made 
her concession speech in 
Manhattan on Wednesday, 
November 9. “We must 
accept this result,” she stated. 
“Donald Trump is going to be 
our president… We owe him 
an open mind and a chance to 
lead,” said Hillary Clinton.
 Barack Obama 
also spoke. “It’s no secret 
the president-elect and I 
have some pretty significant 
differences. Nevertheless, we 
are all rooting for Trump to 
succeed,” Obama stated.

2016 election recap
By Kelli Susemihl

Thankfully full on Turkey Day
By Skyler Toben
When people think of 
thanksgiving, many think of 
spending quality time with 
family, dressing up nice, and 
most importantly, stuffing 
their face with food. Whether  
turkey, stuffing, potatoes 
and gravy, cranberry sauce, 
corn, various casseroles, or 
yams, people are guaranteed 
to feel full for the rest of the 
year.  
 Lately, more people 
seem to care about the food 
eaten on this holiday than to 
appreciate what Thanksgiving 
is all about, being thankful. 
Some students shared opinions 
on the topic. 
 Junior Alec Rieken 
states, “I think I enjoy spending 
time with my family more than 
the food, honestly.”

 Senior Sydney Rand 
agrees, “Although the food is a 
bonus, I just like to spend time 
with my family and realize 
how lucky and thankful I am.” 
 Leah Langdeaux has 
a different thought in mind, “I 
love spending time with my 
family, but I love food more.” 
 Maddy Hunter says 
she appreciates both equally, 
“My mom is a really good 
cook. We have a nice dinner 
with my parents and siblings, 
so it’s about equal for me.”
 The stereotype 
for Thanksgiving might be 
true, but family time is still 
important for just about 
everyone. Be extra thankful 
this Thanksgiving!

Students gather outside after lunch even though the cold temperatures 
have arrived.

http://history.com/
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By Miranda Hicks

By Brady Kommes

Students kick around 
Kick a Ginger Day

By Maddy Hunter

Recently in Señorita Jill 
Bomgaars’ Spanish IV 
class, students constructed 
“Ofrendas”, or offerings. 
This project was for Dia de 
los Muertos, or the day of the 
dead. In this project, students 
constructed creative and 
colorful projects for a relative 
who is deceased, a historic 
figure, a character from fiction, 
or even a pop culture icon. 
 The project involved 
a box that is no larger than 
a shoe box, four items that 
would have represented the 
chosen person’s life, a picture 
of the person, and a gift that the 
person would enjoy or that the 
student has always wanted to 
give to them.
  Dia de los Muertos 
is a holiday celebrated every 
year on November 1. It is 
most strongly associated with 
Mexico where the tradition 
began, but Spanish speaking 
countries such as Guatemala, 
El Salvador, and Spain also 
celebrate this holiday. Dia de 
los Muertos celebrates the 
lives of the deceased with food, 
drinks, parties, and activities 
the dead enjoyed in life. The 
holiday also recognizes death 

as a normal part of human 
life, just like birth, childhood, 
and growing up to become a 
contributing member of the 
community. 
 Those who celebrate 
Dia de los Muertos believe 
that the dead awake from 
their eternal sleep to celebrate 
this holiday with their loved 
ones. During these parties and 
festivities, popular symbols 
such as “calacas” or skeletons, 
and “calaveras” or skulls, often 
can be seen in many locations. 
Parades, masks, and candy 
sweets are also popular during 
this celebration. 
 Students involved in 
the Dia de los Muertos project 

learned many useful skills that 
translate to real life and their 
education. During this activity, 
students presented the project 
in front of the class with a note 
card full of English and had 
to translate it to Spanish with 
practice and hard work. 
 This allowed students 
to learn to become more open 
speaking in front of the class 
and improve comfortability 
with Spanish. Both of these 
factors will help a student be 
more outgoing with others 
who speak Spanish and also 
more content speaking in front 
of crowds which will occur in 
the future.

The Day of the Dead has come:
Dia de los Muertos ha llegado

By Kelli Susemihl

By Alex Orban

High school choir director 
Randy Ewing enjoys keeping 
things fresh. This year instead 
of having Chamber and 
Concert Choir, he decided to 
have Treble and Bass Clef 
Choruses during first quarter. 
 “There are several 
reasons why I divided the 
choirs this way. First, I wanted 
to promote treble and bass 
clef choirs for large group 
contest in the spring. Second, 
I wanted to address specific 
issues to the male and female 
voices. Finally, I wanted to 
try something new to keep it 
fresh and exciting,” states Mr. 
Ewing.
 The change caused 
different reactions among 
choir members. Some miss 
having the mixed choirs with 
both girls and boys. Others 
enjoy meeting new people and 

experiencing a different sound.
 Caden Washburn 
enjoyed Bass Clef Choir. “I 
liked how the focus was more 
on building up the strength of 
people’s voices and not just 
sounding good,” he explains.
 Mariah Schilmoeller 
thought Treble Clef Choir was 
a needed break from her male 
peers. “I enjoyed being with all 
the ladies and not the annoying 
brats, the boys,”
 Madisen Parker 
explains, “I enjoyed having 
a class with people I may 
not have had a class with 
otherwise.”
 Andrea Barrett 
agrees. “I enjoy meeting new 
people,” she states.
 Regardless of how 
other choir members felt 
about the change, the choirs 
will return to being split into 

Concert and Chamber the 
second quarter. Concert Choir 
is a singing group in which all 
students have an opportunity 
to participate in, whereas 
sophomores, juniors, and 
seniors audition for Chamber 
Choir.
 Noah Watson, a 
member of Chamber Choir, is 
excited for the “potential of 
this year’s [Chamber] choir.” 
He also looks forward to 
“seeing how the choir sounds 
without the freshmen.”
 Megan Connor looks 
forward to “having choir with 
Noah Watson again.” 
 Whether the split 
was a positive experience or 
not, look forward to the mixed 
sound of the Chamber and 
Concert Choirs!

November is widely known as 
the month for giving thanks 
and preparing for the winter 
holidays, but it also holds a 
less cheery holiday - “Kick a 
Ginger Day.” 
 Kick a Ginger Day 
derived from an episode on 
the satirical comedy show, 
South Park. In the episode, 
gingers (people with pale skin, 
red hair, etc.) are the targeted 
group for discrimination.
 The official Kick a 
Ginger Day website reads, 
“The episode is an obvious 
parallel to the holocaust, but 
does succeed in tastefully 
delivering the message about 
how easily one person can 
influence the opinions of 
the masses and create stupid 
hate and discrimination with 
absolutely no reasoning behind 
it.”
 There are several 
alleged dates for Kick a 
Ginger Day, but the “official” 
date for the barbaric holiday is 
November 20. 
 Kick a Ginger Day 
strikes fear into the hearts of 
local redheads. Senior Gina 

Gearke describes the holiday 
as a “hate crime” against her 
people. 
 Junior Morgan 
Boheme says, “I feel heavily 
discriminated against because 
of my race.”
 Senior spokeswoman 
for ginger rights, Kelli 
Susemihl states, “Honestly, I 
feel disrespected and violated. 
Also I have a bruise from 
Krista Zenk.”
 Many other gingers 
felt too afraid to come forward 
with their opinions about Kick 
a Ginger Day, fearing getting 
kicked. 
 Non-gingers find 
Kick a Ginger Day to be 
enjoyable. Known ginger-
kicker Krista Zenk is a fan 
of the holiday. The senior 
proclaims, “I fully support 
Kick a Ginger Day, mostly 
because of Kelli Susemihl. 
She’s asking for it 99 percent 
of the time.”
 It should be noted that 
Kick a Ginger Day is intended 
as a joke, so please, be friendly 
to the gingers of LCHS!

Former Ohio State Buckeye encourages 
students to help stop bullying
LCHS middle school and high 
school students listened to 
Jimmie Bell, a former Ohio 
State Buckeye, on November 
1. The speaker’s message 
to students was to help stop 
bullying. 
 Young people all over 
the world experience bullying 
in some sort of way. Bullying 
can happen anywhere, but most 
commonly happens on school 
grounds. School officials try to 
stop it every time but bullying 
cannot easily be defeated. 
Well, Jimmie Bell is not going 
to let bullying defeat him or 
the people around him.
 Bell is a former 
defensive linemen for the Ohio 
State Buckeyes. Bell weighed 
in at 265 pounds and is 6’6” 
tall. Bell in the Buckeyes won 
the Rose Bowl in 1997.  Bell 
was also a two-time Big Ten 
Champion. Jimmie was in the 
NFL Draft and was drafted 

by the New York 
Giants in 1999, 
but he also played 
for three other 
football teams and 
two of the three 
were in a league 
in Germany. He 
played for the 
Frankfort Galaxy 
in 2000 and then 
got traded to the 
Berlin Thunder 
in 2000. He then 
came back to the 
NFL and signed 
with the San 
Diego Chargers in 
2000. 
 Since retiring from 
the NFL, Bell travels around 
the country and telling them 
his experience in bullying. He 
has been to hundreds of school 
and enjoys what he does. He 
also works for the company 
called Sports World. 

  Senior Brady 
Kommes says, “It’s really neat 
that a former NFL player is 
speaking out against bullying 
because he was bullied as a 
kid. 
 Senior Kyle Kliever 
says, “I think Jimmie Bell is a 
huge inspiration to many kids 
in the country.”

Collin Nemmers and Kelli Susemihl demonstrate kicking a ginger.

Chamber and concert choirs begin practicing

Le Mars is starting to look like 
Christmas, but wait, not in 
November! 
 Many commercials 
and stores started gearing up 
and putting out Christmas 
decorations before Halloween 
was even over. 
 Students were asked 
when people should start 
decorating for the holidays?
 Samantha Wood and 
Michaela Thrun said, “After 
Thanksgiving.” 
 Abraham Cerda 
said, “Two weeks before 
Christmas.” 
 Shopping for gifts, on 
the other hand, is a different 
story. Samantha Wood said, 

“Anytime is a good time.”
 Abraham Cerda 
said, “Two weeks before the 
Christmas.”
 Michaela Thrun 
said,” You should shop all 
year’ round and hide gifts, so 
you get the best deals on all 
year long.”
 Some people start 
decorating early for Christmas 
is because they have a lot of 
decorations to put up. They 
might not have enough time to 
put them all out so late. 
 Celebrate the holidays 
as they come. Do not forget 
to celebrate Thanksgiving. 
Christmas will always be there.

Holiday season starts too early

Brady Kommes presented his ofrenda for John 
Britton, Le Mars businessman who was instrumental 
in the success of the Le Mars Little League complex.

Natalie Pena shows her ofrenda to the class during Spanish 4.

Jessica Eisma created her ofrenda honoring her 
grandfather.

21st Century Foods:
Something sure smells good

Teamwork: Trey Whiddon preparing to serve the fajitas while Cali 
Brown cleans up the dishes.

Senior Dennis Harvey sautes the round steak while freshman Isabel 
Majeres supervises.



Page 7Page 6 The Dog PoundThe Dog Pound

What would you do if you won $1 million? Conspiracy Corner: 
The truth behind Thanksgiving

Sophomore honored 
student of the month

By Sklyer Toben

Everyone has wondered 
what it would be like to be 
a millionaire. Even though 
many people have experienced 
it, most of us have not. Just 
imagine winning a million 
dollars; what would you do 
with all of that money?
 Jeff Ahlers replies, 
“I would get a giant statue of 
myself with a plaque that has a 
35 on it.”
 Lexi Thompson says, 
“I would buy a lot of dogs.”
 Miranda Hicks states, 
“If I won a million dollars, I 
would donate to sick children 
in hospitals and buy a lot of 
gum.”
 Maddy Hunter says, 
“I would buy a lot of high end 
makeup, invest it, and save for 
college.”
 Sydney Rand replies, 
“I would buy makeup and 
travel the world.”
 Collin Nemmers 
states, “I would purchase 
a reasonably priced motor 

vehicle and pay for college.”
 Luis Barrera 
exclaims, “I would build 
another gym for Le Mars 
Community High School.”
 Brady Kommes says, 
“I would invest in stocks and 
start some businesses.”
 Matlyn Krogman 
states, “I would get a lot of 
tattoos.”
 Cheyanne Allen 
replies, “I would buy an Audi, 
get a pit bull, and then save the 
rest of it.”
 Leah Langdeaux 
says, “I would get my dream 
house and car, and then give 
the rest to charities for children 
who do not have anything.”
 Megan Bergquist 
exclaims, “I would buy Alex 
White a new hair cut.”
 Mrs. Rhonda Beach 
says, “I would retire and set up 
college funds for each of my 
six grandchildren.”
 Austin Anderson 
says, “I would invest in the 

stock market.” 
 “I would buy a 
house,” states Arlinna Bowen.  
 Lexi Schroeder 
would buy new clothes.
 Chrisian Owen says 
he would pay his college 
tuition. 
 Maddie Hurt says, 
“I probably would give 75 
percent of it to people who 
really need it.”
 Andrew Schwartz 
says, “ I would donate half 
of the money to charity, and 
I would give almost all of the 
rest to my mom for putting up 
with me.”
 “I would start an 
animal sanctuary,” states 
Damian Manning.
 Whether you would 
donate your money, invest it, 
or spend it recklessly, I think 
we all agree that it would be 
nice to have a few extra dollars 
laying around. 

What sock-wearing, cactus-
loving sophomore deserves to 
be the Dog Pound’s November 
Student of the Month? Joey 
DeBoer, of course!
 Joey DeBoer is 
involved in cross country, 
band, choir, drama, quiz 
bowl, Large Group speech, 
Individual Events speech, and 
the musical. 
 Joey is most known 
for his sense of humor. 
 “Joseph can lift 
anyone’s spirit with an 
interesting fact about aspen 
trees or alpacas,” explains 
senior Megan Connor.
 Along with school 
activities, DeBoer also enjoys 
his job at the Ice Cream Parlor. 
“I hold the record for longest 
time spent in the ICP freezer 
without leaving,” states Joey 
proudly.
 ICP supervisor Hazel 
La Breche states that Joey is “a 
nice mannered young man.”
 Although Joey is only 
16, he already has a plan for 
his perfect tattoo. “I would get 
a rainbow trout trying to eat 
my belly button, but the trout 

is being fought off by a black 
bear in medieval knight’s 
armor,” DeBoer explains.
 DeBoer’s  favorite 
animal is a black bear.  “My 
favorite socks are the pair I 
got from Rocky Mountain 
National Park that feature 
black bears,” Joey explains. 
 “I once also beat 
an elk in a staring contest at 
Rocky Mountain National 
Park,” he adds.
 Joey explains that it 
is humbling to be chosen as 
the November student of the 
month. 
 “I feel like I’m not 
deserving of this title,” he 
states.  “Maybe you should 
write an article on pear abuse 
instead,” he suggests. 
 When asked about 
what advice he has for 
freshmen, DeBoer responds, 
“Don’t talk too fast or too 
loud, and make sure you have 
a diverse group of friends.”
 Congratulations to 
Joseph DeBoer, a Dog Pound 
student of the month!

By Kelli Susemihl

Is Thanksgiving really about 
being thankful? Or is it a 
holiday founded on murder 
and plague? Investigator 
Maddy Hunter hunts 
down the “truth” behind 
Thanksgiving. 
 The traditional 
origin story of Thanksgiving 
is about the Native Americans 
helping the Pilgrims learn 
how to survive and grow 
food in the “New World,” 
but is that just what people 
have been brainwashed 
to believe? It has been 
said that no one actually 
knows what happened on 
the first Thanksgiving, but 
some conspiracy theory 
enthusiasts believe that what 
has traditionally been taught 
hides a more gruesome side 
of the holiday.
 Some conspiracy 
theorists believe the reason 
for celebrating Thanksgiving 
is based on an event called 
the Pequot Massacre in 

1637. The Pequot Massacre 
was stemmed from a white 
man named John Oldham 
being found murdered, 
presumably by Native 
Americans of the Pequot 
tribe. This enraged the 
Pilgrims, so they destroyed 
an entire Native American 
village. The Pequot refused 
to turn in the murderer after 
one of their villages and 
crops were burned to the 
ground. The aftermath ended 
with a massacre of Native 
Americans. 
 After the Pequot 
Massacre and the Pilgrims 
bringing smallpox into the 
New World (which infected 
and killed many Native 
Americans), it seems hard 
to believe that the Native 
Americans would be friendly 
enough to the Pilgrims to 
help them learn how to 
grow crops, let alone have 
an amiable feast together. It 
seems that the only reason 

the Pilgrims were thankful 
was because the Indian 
population was dying off. 
 According to 
conspiracyanalyist.org, after 
the Pequot Massacre, the 
governor of Massachusetts 
Bay Colony said, “A day 
of Thanksgiving, thanking 
God that they had eliminated 
over 700 men, women and 
children. This day forth shall 
be a day of celebration and 
thanksgiving for subduing 
the Pequots.” 
 Disclaimer: It 
should be said that this is a 
conspiracy column, based 
on conspiracy theories 
(the source used was a 
conspiracy theory website, 
so please take this lightly). 
Theories can sometimes be 
proven wrong. The contents 
of this column were created 
for entertainment purposes 
and are not necessarily the 
views of any of the Dog 
Pound staff. 

By Maddy Hunter

It is now November and 
that means it is time for the 
November junk of the month. 
The Dog Pound did not have to 
look too far to find this month’s 
winner. The winner goes to 
junior Logan Kibby’s wheels. 
 Loan drives a 1991 
Ford Ranger that is usually 
parked in front of the school 
every day.. The truck is a 
smaller built truck, so it is not 
as strong as most other trucks.
Logan got the car he has from 
his grandpa.
 Logan and his 
grandpa are close and both 
love buying and working on 
older built vehicles. 
 Logan who 
appreciates his gift from his 
grandpa says the truck has 
some sentimental value. Logan 
adds, “It has a little bit of 
sentimental value because it 

is the replacement for my first 
car.” 
 Logan admits the 
only new feature on the pickup 
is the new gas in the gas tank.
 Since he got his truck 
from his grandpa he was able 
to get a job for himself since 
he has a new set of wheels to 
get him from place to place. He 
also has a out of the ordinary 
name for his vehicle. Logan 
calls his car the “turd.”
 Believe it or not, 
Logan loves the rust on his 
truck. He says the rust creates  
a two-tone look making the 
truck unique. 
 Logan is the proud 
owner of his truck and proud 
to be the winner of November 
junk of the month. Give Logan 
a thumb’s up when you see 
him.

Christian Koch built a 
full size wooden replica 
of a Civil War era 
gatling gun in Mr. Leroy 
Wichers Woods I class 
last year. 
 The sophomore 
states, “I wanted to build 
a challenging mechanical 
device in Woods. I made 
my own scale drawings, 
bought some wood, and 
got to work.”
 Christian 
brought the piece for 
“show and tell” in Mr. 
Mark Zeka’s American 
History class because 
students are studying the 
Civil War.

Sophomore  builds gatling gun replica
The word vacation can have 
different meanings to different 
people. For some people a 
vacation is just a time to get out 
of town and to leave worries 
behind for a few days, and for 
others it is a time to enjoy the 
company of family or friends.  
 No matter the reason 
for the vacation, the price is 
almost never cheap. Even 
a simple weekend getaway 
can run up quite a bill. This 
is because the cost of hotels, 
food, transportation, and 
entertainment all can be quite 
expensive depending on the 
location.
 Several students  
shared where their perfect 
vacation would be.
 Preston Chesteen 
says, “I would go to Dubai.”
 Logan Schurr says, 
“I would go to Zhangjiagang, 

China.”
 Parker Magnussen 
says, “Augusta Georgia for the 
Masters.”
 Claire Edmonds says, 
“I would visit Hawaii because 
it is pretty.”
 Madison Dreckman 
and Koda Owens both want to 
travel to “Wells Fargo Arena 
for State basketball.  
Sierra Thompson says, “I 
would go to Seattle or to a dog 
shelter.”
 Katie McAllister 
says, “I would go to Mr. Fitz’s 
house, so I can see what he 
does on the weekends.”
 Kiara Chesteen 
says, “I would vacation at 
Calabashes so I can hang with 
the Kardashians.”
 Zerick Campbell 
says, “I would travel back in 
time to redo things.”

 Krista Zenk says, “I 
would go to Europe.”
 Trenton Hilbrands 
says, “I would go to Antarctica 
or the North Pole.” 
 Justin Allaway says, 
“I would vacation in Africa to 
become a wild game hunter.”
 Jenn Schneider says, 
“I would vacation at Bora Bora 
because it is beautiful.”
 Caleb Ketelson says, 
“I would travel to Miami 
because it’s hot like me.”
 Luis Barrera says, 
“I would go to Guatemala 
because I’ll be going back 
either way.”
 As you can see, 
everyone has different reasons 
for vacations they dream of 
going on, but for some of these 
students, they might have to 
keep on dreaming.

Dreaming of the perfect vacation
By Collin Nemmers

Junk of the month: 
Junior’s ride gift from 
grandfather

By Alex Orban

Who is that guy behind the Foster Grants? Joey DeBoer is the LCHS 
honored student of the month.

http://conspiracyanalyist.org/
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By Skyler Toben

Ask Terri the Turkey

Seniors excited to begin last basketball season

America says goodbye 
to President Obama

Riding to Success: Senior competes in 
motor cross competitions nationwide

Several seniors are on the 
basketball roster compared 
to last season’s lone two. 
This year’s team includes six 
seniors: Trenton Hilbrands, 
James Brownmiller, Jake 
Thompson, Seth Oetken, Kyle 
Marek, and Zach Pratt. 
 The seniors were 
asked about their final season 
of Bulldog basketball.
 James, Jake, Zach, 
and Kyle all agree saying that 
they are very excited for their 
final season with the Bulldogs. 
Seth Oetken says, “It’s crazy; it 
felt like yesterday I just had my 
first freshman practice.”
The seniors were then asked 
about being a leader on the 
team.
 James says, “I’m 
looking to make a good 
example for future players.”
Seth says, “It’s different being 
the one to try and set a good 
example.”
 “It will be great to 
push the team as far as we can 
go,” says Kyle.
 Jake states with 

exclamation, “It’s just 
AWESOME!”
 Before each season, 
no matter what the sport is, the 
players set some expectations 
for what they would like to see 
happen during the season.
 “We had guys 
working hard all offseason, so 
hopefully it will transfer onto 
the court,” says Jake.
 James states, “I’m 

hoping for a successful 
season.”
 Zach and Seth have 
their eyes on state. 
 This group of seniors 
has high expectations for this 
season and are very excited to 
see what will be in store. Be 
sure to go out and support the 
guys on what sounds like an 
exciting season.

America is getting ready to say 
goodbye to Barack Obama, the 
forty-fourth president of the 
United States. He was elected 
in 2008 and has held the office 
for eight years.
 President Obama has 
had many accomplishments 
throughout these eight 
years. One of his first 
accomplishments was passing 
the Wall Street Reform Act. He 
signed the Dodd-Frank Wall 
Street Reform and Consumer 
Protection Act in 2010 to re-
regulate the financial sector. 
 Another deed the 
President has done is end the 
War in Iraq. He ordered all 
U.S. military forces out of the 
country. The last troops left on 
December 18, 2011.
 President Obama 
also eliminated Osama Bin 
Laden. In 2011, the President 
ordered special forces to raid 
Abbottabad, Pakistan, thanks 
to SEAL Team Six, the terrorist 
leader was killed. 
 The President 

has significantly improved 
America’s global image. With 
new policies and diplomacy, 
he changed the world’s opinion 
toward the U.S. From 2008 
to 2011, favorable opinion 
toward the United States rose 
in ten of fifteen countries 
surveyed by the Pew Global 
Attitudes Project, with an 
average increase of 26 percent.
 When asked what 
their opinion of Obama was, 
an anonymous student who 
goes by the name of Spooky 
Jim states, “He did some 
good things, and he did some 
bad things. I know for certain 
that he is a better president 
than either of the candidates 
in the election currently. I 
am honestly going to miss 
Obama.” 
 Whether you 
supported President Obama 
or not, Americans should give 
props to all the good things 
he has done in the past eight 
years.

Dear Terri,
One side of my family is flaming democrats, and the other side supports Trump. Since things in 
our nation are still cooling down, I am scared that conflict will transfer over to my family’s dinner 
table this Thanksgiving. How can I help keep the peace?
Sincerely,
A Fearful Gary Johnson Supporter

Dear Fearful,
I think a lot of people relate to your situation! If things get heated over the cranberry sauce, 
perhaps you can suggest a “no politics at the table” rule. Hope that helps!
-Terri the Turkey

Dear Terri,
Thanksgiving is a very stressful time for me! Since I am a vegetarian, I do not want participate in 
the turkey slaughter of Thanksgiving dinner. However, I do not want to be rude to my grandma, 
who slaved for days preparing the turkey. How do I get through Thanksgiving dinner?
With love,
Turkey Lives Matter Advocate 

Dear Turkey Advocate,
Thank you so much for your work to help save turkeys, especially during this dark time of the 
year! Although turning down your grandma’s food may be awkward, you need to follow your 
conscience. Politely explain to your grandmother that you do not eat meat, but you appreciate her 
cooking for you. Then chow down on mashed potatoes and creamed corn!
-Terri the Turkey

Dear Terri,
My boyfriend and I have been dating for nine days now. He is super sweet and we’ve already held 
hands twice! The thing is, I don’t know whether I should bring him to my family Thanksgiving. Is 
it too soon?
From,
In Love at Thanksgiving 

Dear In Love,
It may be a little soon to introduce him to the entire fam! If you insist on letting him meet the 
‘rents, maybe try to introduce each other at a less stressful time. Whatever you decide to do, good 
luck!
Best of Luck,
Terri

Many teenagers like to get 
dirty and to play in the mud. 
Some people take playing in 
the dirt to the next level. 
 Zerrick Campbell, 
LCHS senior, is one of those 
guys.  In motocross, a top 
sport nationwide, competitors 
put their body on the line 
and sometimes even their 
life.       Many 
riders have such great talent 
on the bike. Ziggy Campbell 
is one of the best competitors 
around here. Ziggy practically 
breathes motocross and people 
know why; he loves the sport. 
Competing in motor cross 
requires a lot of responsibility, 
but riders have a lot of fun at 
the same time. 
 Ziggy has been riding 
and racing the bike since he 

was three years old. His father 
taught him and his brother to 
ride. Growing up and riding all 
week and racing every Sunday 
helped Ziggy hone some skills 
to ride. 

 Ziggy has broken 
many bones and even re-broke 
some over the years, but he 
has enjoyed racing all over 
the country. With such great 
success, Ziggy plans on going 

By Alex Orban

During the cold months of 
winter, people tend to get the 
flu. Today, more than half of 
the people are saying “no” to 
the flu shot.  
 Most people who 
have a profession in health 
usually recommend the 
shot. This topic has been 
controversial for many years. 
 There is also a safety 
concern, since many influenza 
vaccinations contain toxins 
such as thimerosal, which 
is a preservative containing 
mercury that was removed 
from most children’s vaccines 
more than ten years ago.
 Megan Bergquist 
shares her opinion on the flu 

shot, “I feel like the flu shot is a 
load of BS and the government 
is low key trying to kill us,” 
she exclaims
 Kelli Susemihl says, 
“The shot works probably, but 
I just do not care enough to get 
one.” 
 Maddy Hunter says, 
“I think the shot is a waste of 
time, honestly. I do not really 
get sick so I do not see a need 
for it personally. My grandma 
got a flu vaccination and then 
died from the flu shortly after.” 
 The flu shot will 
always be a controversial 
and touchy subject; always 
remember to listen to doctors 
and stay healthy!

By Skyler Toben

It’s time to begin recycling! 
The circle of recycling is 
important due to the current 
climate problems such as 
pollution, landfills full of 
harmful chemicals from 
debris, and natural habitats for 
animals being destroyed by 
cutting down trees. Recycling 
helps to reduce the pollution 
caused by waste. 
 What many people 
fail to realize is that recycling 
creates 1.1 million U.S. jobs, 
$236 billion in gross annual 
sales and $37 billion in 
annual payrolls, according to 
recycling-revoultion.com. 
Alex Orban says,” Recycling is 
important so sun chip bags can 
be recycled and used again.” 
 According to 
recyclingacrossamerica.com, 
recycling a single aluminum 
can save enough energy to 
power a television for three 
hours. That is just one of the 
many amazing statistics that 
show how one small act can 
make a great difference for 
the environment. At the rate of 
the waste piling up, the waste 
production is expected to 
double worldwide in less than 
15 years. 

 Logan Boylan says, 
“Recycling is important to 
make ‘Merica clean again.”
 The United States and 
the world need to give response 
to the recycling epidemic 
and to lower pollution and 
waste being brought into the 
environment that the world 
needs to be in every day. 
 Brandon Kohler 
states, “Recycling is important 
to save the polar bears and sea 
turtles.”
 However, this act 
cannot be solved by a single 
person but rather a group effort 
to reach a common goal. It 
is time to make recycling a 
priority before it is too late! 
 Derek Cunningham 
states it best, “Recycling is 
very important as waste has a 
huge negative impact on the 
natural environment. Harmful 
chemicals and greenhouse 
gasses are released from 
rubbish in landfill sites. 
Recycling helps to reduce the 
pollution caused by waste. 
Recycling reduces the raw 
materials do that the rainforests 
can be preserved.”

Recycle: Make America 
clean again
By Brady Kommes

Thanksgiving is a holiday full 
of traditions and family. LCHS 
students share their favorite 
parts of the holiday.
Jaycob Hollingsworth: Eating
Lexi Schroeder: Definitely 
eating potatoes.
Gina Gearke: Working and 
getting paid time-and-a-half!
Dezirae Kugler: Always 
pretending to sleep so I can 
stay at grandma’s and get first 
dibs on that leftover glory.
Kailyn Huisman: Setting up 
the Christmas tree. 
Hannah Brennan: Crying 
after eating at my three 
Thanksgivings.

Sydney Brown: Spending 
quality time with my family.
Kajsa Hallberg: Family dinner 
and pumpkin pie.
Keegan Pippett: Pumpkin 
carving competitions with my 
cousins.
Walker Raymond: Seeing 
the cousins and eating sweet 
potatoes!
Brady Kommes: Watching 
football and family dinners.
Jordan Rolfes: Eating and 
family.
Curtis Kunkel: Eating supper 
with my whole family and then 
Black Friday shopping.
Morgan Ten Napel: Spending 

time with the family and, of 
course, Black Friday shopping!
Kristen Heimgartner: Family, 
eating, and putting up 
Christmas decorations
Jordan Schleis: Family and 
Black Friday.
Madisen Parker: Eating. Duh.
Hannah Kliever: Definitely 
Black Friday shopping with 
my mom!
Alexandra Pick: I prefer to stay 
in school, BUT if I had to pick, 
I would say the good food!
Regan Albers: The Charlie 
Brown Thanksgiving special!
Olivia McQuillen: Seeing 
family I don’t usually see.

Thanksgiving traditions are the best
By Kelli Susemihl

Seniors begin final LCHS season (from left to right) Jake Thompson,  
Seth Oetken, Trenton Hilbrands, James Brownmiller, Kyle Marek, and 
Zach Pratt.

Vaccines: Hassle or necessary?

Sophomores (left) Brady Hitchcock and Wiar Wia volunteer before 
class to empty Mrs. Beach’s recycling boxes. 

http://recycling-revoultion.com/
http://recyclingacrossamerica.com/
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Congratulations 
to the following 
LCHS musicians 
for being selected 
for the 2016 Honor 
Band:
Front row (left to right) 
Madeline Hurt, Emily Martin, 
Sarah Benton, Kajsa Hallberg, 
Tessa Hansen, Anna Vacura
Middle row: Grace Lamoreux, 
Chloe’ Evans, Mary Meis, 
Sarah Meis, Kara Albrecht
Back row: Sam Vacura, Ote 
Albrecht, Cole Berkenpas, 
Dalton Glawe, Landen 
Parmelee
Diana Loutsch and Alex Pick 
are not pictured.
                                        
 

Drum roll, please: Congratulations to the LCHS honor band selections

By Miranda Hicks

Trades and Industries students 
compete at DMACC
Congratulations to Josh 
Delutri, Tyson Weiler, and 
Devin Paulsen (alternate) 
who qualified to compete at  
Des Moines Area Community 

College (DMACC) in a hands-
on automotive competition 
on December 16.  The LCHS 
students will compete for 
prizes including tools and 

toolboxes. 
 On Wednesday, 
October 19, Abraham Cerda, 
Riley Kluver, Josh Delutri, 
Tyler Holzman, Tyson Weiler, 
Jason Stoll, Devin Paulsen, and 
Mr. Paul Fisher, auto instructor, 
travelled to DMACC in 
Ankeny, to compete in an auto 
competition. 
 Mr. Fisher states, 
“The auto students across the 
state are invited by the college 
to showcase their skills in the 
automotive industry.”  
 Mr. Fisher always 
looks forward to LCHS 
students doing well which 
shows that he is teaching the 
right information. To enter 
the competition, the students 
chose the area they wanted to 
compete in. Then each student 
took a hands-on skills test and 
a written knowledge test.   
     Mr. Fisher chose the students 
with the highest score in each 
category to compete.

Name: Matilynn Langel
Parent’ (guardians’) 
names: Matt and Randi 
Langel
Plans after graduation: 
Indecisive
Senior year extracurricular 
activities: Cross-country, 
Tennis, NHS, Spanish club, 
Advanced English club
Where do you see yourself 
in 10 years? Not here
What is something no one 
knows about you? I over 
think everything
What was the biggest 
obstacle you’ve had to 
overcome? My Antonía or 
public speaking
What is your favorite 
high school memory? 
Homecoming 2016
What advice could you give 
to underclassmen? Go out 
for cross country
What is the best thing 
about LCHS? The cross 
country team/coach
What/who is your favorite 
musical group/musician? 
Ellie Goulding
Which movie is your all-
time favorite? Why? Fifty 
Shades of Grey, because it’s 
the best love story of all time
What are your pet peeves? 
Boot cut jeans with flip-
flops, awful drivers, people 
who pretend to be stupid, 
Zach Pratt talking
If you received a million 
dollars, what would you 
buy first? 
A vacation far away
If you could have one wish, 
what would you wish for? 
Lifetime supply of ice cream

Name: Tron Hamilton
Parents’ (guardians’) 
names: Gladwin Hamilton 
and Amy Mayrose
Senior year activities: 
Football
Describe yourself using one 
word: Confident
Describe yourself using a 
song title: Drake, we’re both 
soft
Where do you see yourself 
in 10 years? P.E. teacher 
somewhere with a good 
looking wife
What is something no one 
knows about you? 
I like cats.
What is the biggest 
obstacle you’ve had to 
overcome? 
Dad being in prison
What is your proudest 
accomplishment? Senior 
year football
What is your favorite high 
school memory? 
My shoe game
What is the most 
embarrassing thing that 
happened to you in high 
school? Failing
What advice would you 
give an underclassman?
Be yourself.
If you could change 
something about LCHS, 
what would it be? 
Parking lot
What/who is your favorite 
musical group/musician? 
Drake, I’m his biggest fan
Which movie is your all-
time favorite? Dirt $quad 
If you could be an animal, 
which animal would it be?  
I’m scared of animals, so...

Name: Raquel Yoerger
Parents’ (guardians’) names: 
Kari Orban and Scot Orban
Plans after graduation: 
Attend WITCC for 2 years 
and transfer to Bellevue and 
major in psychology
Describe yourself using one 
word:  goofy
Where do you see yourself in 
10 years? 
Happily married with kids
What is something no one 
knows about you? 
I’m low-key obsessed with 
serial killers.
What is the biggest obstacle 
you’ve had to overcome? 
Depression
What is your proudest 
accomplishment? I rapped so 
hard I started on fire.
What is your favorite high 
school memory? 
State wrestling
What is the most 
embarrassing thing that 
happened to you in high 
school? I tripped and fell in 
front of everyone. 
What advice would you give 
an underclassman? Walk fast 
and do not stop in the hallway
If you could change 
something about LCHS, 
what would it be? 
Longer lunches
What/who is your favorite 
musical group/musician? 
Neil Young 
If you could have one 
question answered, what 
would it be? Where do you 
go when you die?
If you were stranded in a zoo 
overnight, what would you 
do to pass the time? 
Hold a memorial service for 
Harambe with all the other 
animals.

Name: Caleb Semple
Senior year activities: 
Working at your local Hy-Vee
Plans after graduation: 
Attend ISU
Describe yourself using one 
word: Ugly
What is something no one 
knows about you?
I am a white American.
What is the biggest obstacle 
you’ve had to overcome? 
Hy-Vee
What is your proudest 
accomplishment? Epic bottle 
trick in Betsy’s car
What is your favorite high 
school memory? 
Going 2-26 in laser tag
If you could change 
something about LCHS, 
what would it be? 
Naps during school
What is the best thing about 
LCHS? The people 
Which movie is your all-time 
favorite? Why? Rubber, it’s a 
telekinetic tire
If you could have one 
question answered, what 
would it be? What happened 
to Hitler?
If you could be an animal, 
what animal would you be? 
Why? Blob fish, stay ugly my 
friends
If you were stranded in a zoo 
overnight, what would you 
do to pass the time? 
Find Leafy
What are your pet peeves? 
Squeaky noises 
If you received a million 
dollars, what would you buy 
first? Some shorts
If you were to be famous in 
the future, for what would 
you be famous? 
Making Heely’s 2.0

LCHS students waiting to begin the written assessment at the recent 
trades and industry competition at Des Moines Area Community 
College.

In November eighth grade students took time out of  Civics class 
to explore high school elective classes. During the career day, 
the teachers who teach elective classes gave a brief overview of 
what the classes offer and how each class pertains to future career 
options available to students.
 The career and technical education teachers include 
Dave Irwin, Joel Jentz, JoAnn Johnson, Amy Kelly, Paul Fischer, 
Brett Oetken, LeRoy Wichers, and Bill Dalton.

Eighth grade students invade 
high school for Career Day
By Miranda Hicks

Mr. Dave Irwin explains the computer class routine during the 
exploratory Career Day for eighth grade students.

Name: Mary Meis
Parents’ (guardians’) names: 
Dave and Linda Meis
Senior year activities: Cross 
country, tennis, musical pit, 
drumline, quiz bowl, BBBS, 
show choir pit
Plans after graduation: 
Attend ISU
Describe yourself using one 
word:  Calm
Where do you see yourself in 
10 years? Not in the USA
What is something no 
one knows about you? 
Everything
What is the biggest obstacle 
you’ve had to overcome?  
Anything involving math
What is your proudest 
accomplishment?
 Hasn’t happened yet
What is your favorite high 
school memory? Band trip
What is the most 
embarrassing thing that 
happened to you in high 
school?  Parking at Maddie’s 
neighbor’s house for the XC 
team dinner
What advice would you give 
an underclassman? 
Set the bar low, so that others 
trip over it
If you could change 
something about LCHS, 
what would it be? Add a 
soccer team
 What/who is your favorite 
musical group/musician? 
Drumline
Which movie is your all-time 
favorite? Why?  Scooby-
Doo Meets the Harlem 
Globetrotters, it’s hilarious
If you were stranded in a zoo 
overnight, what would you 
do to pass the time? Feed the 
gazelle to the lions 
What are your pet peeves?  
Homework
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Name: Maddy Hunter
Parents’ (guardians’) 
names: Jeremy and Kimi 
Hunter
Senior year activities: Calc 
club, set crew, working at 
Archie’s, and chillin’
Plans after graduation: 
Attend college
Describe yourself using one 
word: Neurotic
Where do you see yourself 
in 10 years? Happy with 0 
kids
What is something no one 
knows about you? I was 
home schooled in 5th grade
What is the biggest 
obstacle you’ve had to 
overcome? Negative 
thoughts
What is your proudest 
accomplishment? Being 
friends with Kelli Susemihl 
for 14 years
What is your favorite high 
school memory? News 
writing with the Newsies
What is the most 
embarrassing thing that 
happened to you in high 
school? Hitting a parked car 
in the school parking lot 
What advice would you 
give an underclassman? 
Always run in the halls. 
Always.
What is the best thing 
about LCHS? Senior 
privileges
If you could change 
something about LCHS, 
what would it be? Stop 
hiring former athletes to give 
us motivational speeches
What/who is your favorite 
musical group/musician? 
P!ATD, Green Day, 5SOS, 
MCR, Halsey, TOP

Name: Megan Connor
Parents’ (guardians’) 
names: Michelle and Paul 
Connor
Senior year extracurricular 
activities: All-State Choir, 
Crimson & Black, Little 
Mary Sunshine, Quiz Bowl, 
Choir, Large Group and 
Individual Events Speech, 
Costume Crew, Solo and 
Small Ensemble, Advanced 
English Club, Calc Club, 
Thespians, Children’s 
Theatre, Spring Play, NHS
Plans after graduation: 
(Hopefully) attend the 
University of Texas at Austin
Describe yourself using one 
word: Train wreck
What/who is your favorite 
musical group/musician? 
Panic! at the Disco
What is your proudest 
accomplishment? Making 
All-State chorus two times
What is your favorite high 
school memory? When Alex 
Pick sat on my phone and 
cracked it
What was the most 
embarrassing thing that 
happened to you in high 
school? Falling down the 
stairs my freshman year 
Madrigal
If you were to be famous in 
the future, for what would 
you be famous? Musical 
theatre
If you could be someone 
else for a day, who would 
you be? Why? I would be 
Jeff Ahlers because I wonder 
what it would be like to be a 
genius

Name: Tanner Hegwer
Parents’ (guardians’) 
names: Joe and Kristi 
Hegwer
Plans after graduation: 
Go to ISU
Describe yourself using 
one word: Hodor
Senior year 
extracurricular activities: 
Calc club, Quiz bowl, 
Tennis, Advanced English 
club, Marketing club
Where do you see yourself 
in 10 years? 
Hopefully out of college 
and starting or running a 
business
What is something no one 
knows about you? 
I have ten different 
nicknames.
What was the biggest 
obstacle you’ve had to 
overcome? 
First semester of Pre-calc
What is your favorite 
high school memory?
Intro to welding
What advice would you 
give to underclassmen?
Good luck
What/who is your favorite 
musical group/musician? 
AC/DC
If you could be an animal, 
which animal would you 
be? Why? 
A bear, so I can hibernate
If you could have one 
wish, what would you 
wish for? 
To pass the rest of my Calc 
tests

Name: Skyler Toben
Parents’ (guardians’) names: 
Martha and Rodney Toben 
Plans after graduation: 
Attend college
Describe yourself using one 
word: Woke
Where do you see yourself in 
10 years? Married with kids
What is something no one 
knows about you? I was born 
with club feet
What is the biggest obstacle 
you’ve had to overcome? 
Alec Rieken after I broke his 
coffee table
What is your favorite high 
school memory? News 
writing 2k16
What is the most 
embarrassing thing that 
happened to you in high 
school? When I was a 
freshman, I fell in front of a 
bunch of upperclassmen
What advice would you give 
an underclassman? Don’t be 
afraid to step outside of your 
comfort zone
What is the best thing about 
LCHS? Opens
If you had a “do-over” 
button, what would you do 
over? Summer 2015
If you could change 
something about LCHS, 
what would it be? Longer 
lunches 
What/who is your favorite 
musical group/musician? 
Foster the People 
Which movie is your all-time 
favorite? Why? Coraline, it’s 
trippy
If you could have one 
question answered, what 
would it be? Is it Berenstain 
or Berenstein?
What are your pet peeves? 
People who don’t understand 
personal space

Name: Brittany Lambert
Parents’ (guardians’) 
names: Susan and Bob 
Lambert
Plans after graduation: 
Attend the University of 
South Dakota 
Describe yourself using 
one word: Dependable
Senior year 
extracurricular activities: 
Color guard, musical, 
show choir, chamber choir, 
orchestra, and large group 
speech
Where do you see yourself 
in 10 years? Living a 
happy life
What is something no one 
knows about you? ¡Mucho 
Amarillo Carina!
What is the biggest 
obstacle you’ve had to 
overcome? Learning how 
to drive four speed (stick)
What is your proudest 
accomplishment? Making 
Crimson & Black
What is your favorite 
high school memory? 
Hanging out with Deyton 
and Jocelyn
What advice would you 
give an underclassman? 
Work hard, get involved, 
and shower
What is the best thing 
about LCHS? The friends 
you make
If you had a “do-over” 
button, what would you 
do over? Study harder my 
freshman year 
If you could change 
something about LCHS, 
what would it be? THE 
FOOD! 
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